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The role of nitrous oxide remains uncertain
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We thank Mark A. Gillman for his interest in our case report. As he
noted, there is an unintentional error in the introductory sentence
describing nitrous oxide as an anesthetic instead of analgesic dur-

using substantial amounts of nitrous oxide just prior to his
death. Thus, we feel that it is important to recognize that nitrous
oxide might have been a contributing factor to the death of our

ing dental procedures and labor. There are no claims that nitrous patient.
oxide would have been the cause of the patient’s death. The me-
chanisms of death in fatal cases (where nitrous oxide abuse has
been recognized as the primary cause of death) include mostly as-
&n prmaty ) Y Reference

phyxia but also sudden cardiac arrhythmia [1]. As stated in the
case report, our patient died while being intoxicated with several 1.
substances of abuse, and the main cause of death was amphet-
amine intoxication. However, the patient was surrounded by
empty nitrous oxide cylinders indicating that he had been also

Garakani A, Jaffe RJ, Savla D, Welch AK, Protin CA, Bryson EO,
McDowell DM. Neurologic, psychiatric, and other medical
manifestations of nitrous oxide abuse: A systematic review
of the case literature. AmJ Addict 2016;doi: 10.1111/ajad.12372.
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