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1962, the Congress of Racial Equality and che Student
Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, rwo leading civil
rights organizarions, staged sit-ins in Sc. Louis to success-
fully desegregate local alleys. Then they took their fight
to the South, where, in 1968, three young men were
killed in che so-called Orangeburg (South Carolina)
Massacre aver access to the local bowling alley.

Bowling After World War II

In 1947, there were more than 16 million bowlers in
the United States, spending over $200 million annu-
ally, alcthough che sport still had a seedy image. Wichin
a few years, hawever, bowling would enjoy its greatest
boom, making it a family eaterminment, and remak-
ing the bowling alley into the “peoples’ country club.”
The sport followed many of its players to the sub-
urbs wich large new recreacional centers that cost hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to construct and boasted
dozens of lanes and new technology. The biggest de-
velopment was the introduction in 1952 of automaric
pin spotters to replace pin boys, making the game
move faster. (Pin boys bad 2 repuracion for rude and
baisterous behavior, so their removal from bowling es-
cablishments also coneributed to the new image of
bowling as a sport that was appropriate for families.)
Other innovations included arrow markers to in-
crease accuracy and underground ball returns to promorte
safery. Facilities were open 24 hours, and proprietors ca-
tered to housewives and children whbo played in the
mornings and afternoons. The new facilities included
nurseries for children, snack bars, cockeail lounges, and
_restauraqs. By 1964, chere were 39 million bowlers.
‘While che number has increased since then, the sport
experienced a 40 percent drop in league bowling by the
1980s. To help reverse this trend, the United States Bowl-
ing Congress was created in 2005, merging the ABC,
WIBC, Young American Bowling Alliance, and USA
Bowling, serving more than 2.6 million Americans.

Bowling and Television

In the 1950s, bowling received considersble television
exposure. The first nerwork coverage was NBC's
Championship Bawling, and a host of local shows, such
as Make Thas Spara (1960-1964) and Bouwling for Dol-
lars (1968), gave participants a chance to win prizes.
In 1958, Eddie Elias, a successful promoter, agent,
and entrepreneur, founded the Professional Bowlers As-
sociation (PBA) with 33 members, mainly from Detroit
and Chicago brewery-sponsored leagues. Three years
later, the association was on necwork television,. ABC

telecast the Pro Bowlers Tour hosted by Chris Schenkel
(1961-1997), which ariginally ourdrew college football
and basketball. Bowling was so popular that in 1964,
Don Carter, considered che greatest bowler of all cime,
became che first athlete to sign a S1 million endorse-
ment deal, with bowling manufaccurer Ebonite. The
Ladies Pro Bowlers Tour, established in 1981 (now the
Professional Women's Bowling Association) was one of
the first women's pro sports to appear an television.

The PBA was bought in 2000 by chree former
Microsoft executives—Rob Glaswer, Chris Peters, and
Mike Slade—who hoped to save the organization by
assuming its debts and providing imaginative leader-
ship for the future. PBA events are covered by ESPN
on Sundsy afternoons. Prize money doubled to $5.6
million in 2009. The current star is Walter Ray Wil-
liams, Jr., a six-time Player of the Year who halds the
records for all-time PBA career titles (44) and earnings
(mare cthan $4 million).

In 2010, che PBA gave Kelly Kulick, che winner of
the Women's World Championship, a spor in its Tour-
nament of Champions. Kulick averaged 226 for 90
games and won the dtle, 265-195 over Chris Barnes.
She is the first woman to win a PBA crown.

Sreven A. Riess

See also: Utbanization.
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Boxing

First becoming popular in America during the eatly
nineteenth century, baxing is a sport in which cwo par-
ticipants use their fists—ariginally bare and, later, in
padded gloves—to score points or knockours by land-

—————ee
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ing blows against opponents. Bouts usually are con-
ducted in rings—actually, enclosed squares surrounded
by rapes—and divided into a number of timed rounds.
A referee patrols the ring to prevent illegal blows and
holds. Judges score points and name the winner, unless
a figheer is incapacitated by a punch, leading to a
knockout or a cechnical knockout.

Given the sports violent nature, the American
public exhibited a mixed acritude towacd boxing, con-
demning it as brual, bur also celebrating it as 2 sym-
bol of maanliness and courage. This ambivalenc actitude
led to restrictive legislation against boxing, often put-
ting it on the margins of legitimate recreational activ-
ity. Another issue that divided the public was boxing's
traditional association wich high-stakes gambling and
suspicions that the outcomes of big fights may be de-
termined beforehand by unscrupulous officials, some
with connections to the criminal underworld,

As for the boxers themselves, most have been
working-class men (and, very recently, women), often
from the most impoverished and lowest-status echnic
and racial groups, who have tried to use the Sport to
gain upward social and economic mobility. Prizefighe-
ing was permitted in only a few states until after World
War 1, when it became ane of the most popular specta-
tor sports'in North America, while amateur baxing
remained a widely practiced participatory sport.

Politicians, organized crime networks, business ty~
coons, state athletic commissions, and world sancrion-
ing organizations—many of which have not served the
athletes or the sport well—all have had a hand in
shaping the prizefighting, or professional baxing, in-
dustry. Not surprisingly, boxing long has been beset
by controversy aver the incegrity of the sport and its
impact on the health of its practitioners.

Origins of Boxing

The sport of baxing dates to ancient rimes and was part
of the Greek Olympic games in 688 B.C.E. It largely dis-
appeared from che historical record from approximately
500 c.B. chrough the early 1700s, when it reemerged in
the form of bare-knuckle fighting in England,

The first codified baxing rules, deafred by Jack
Broughton in 1743, specified that each march would go
on for an unlimited number of rounds, until one of che
baxers was knocked down and could not continue within
a halfminute dme limit. While permitting wrestling
holds and mauling, the “Broughron rules” prohibited eye
gouging, hirring below che belt, and striking a fallen
opponent. Broughton also invented boxing gloves—or
“mufflers"—which, at the time, were used only in spar-

ring contests. Early bare-knuckle bours were fought in
a circle formed by spectators around che fighters; che
purse was divided publicly afeer the bout, with two-
chirds given to che winner.

In 1838, che Broughton rules were modified to in-
troduce a 24-foot (7.3-meter) square ring made of tucf
and formed by eighe stakes and ropes. Colored handker-
chiefs tied onto the seakes of the opposite corers were
claimed by the winner as trophies. The new “London
Prize Ring rules” banned holding stones in your hands,
low blows, head-burting, kicking, hicting below che
waist, and biting as foul tactics; they also established
guidelines for umpires, referees, seconds, and “bottle-
holders.” Rounds lasted until a knockdown, and cthen
fighters had 30 seconds to rest, and then eight more sec-
onds to return to cthe scratch line.

Rise of Boxing in North America

Before che sport became widely popular in the United
States, slave owners often spansored matches berween
slaves and wagered money on the outcome, sometimes
granting slaves their freedom as a prize for a victorious
fighe. Bill “The Black Tecror” Richmond of Staten Is-
land, New York, for example, was a former slave who
traveled o England in 1809 and fough as a protégé of
the Duke of Northumberland. In 1810 and 1811, Tom
Molyneaux, a former slave from Virginia who was trained
by Richmond, cwice challenged and lost co English
champion Tom Cribb; despite the losses, Molyneaux was
hailed as a celebriry in England.

The first recognized U.S. bareknuckle bout rook
place berween Jacob Hyer and Tom Beasley in New York
in 1816. The victorious Hyer generally is referred to as
the “Pather of the American Ring” These early bours
were chronicled in che periodical American Fistiana and
later were compiled into a history of U.S. pugilism, or
boxing, of the same title, first published in 1849,

U.S. pugilism developed in randem with urban-
ization and the commercializarion of leisure culture,
especially in immigrant hubs such as Baltimore, Bos-
ton, New Orleans, New York, and Philadelphia. Ut-
ban neighborhoods, rife with interethnic conflices and
labor tensions, served as breeding grounds for aspir-
ing boxers, who otherwise had few praspects for up-
ward mobility or chances at fame. The echnic working
class spent much of cheir leisure time in drinking
establishments—saloons, brochels, and taverns—where
boxing matches generally were staged, complete wich
vigorous berting wagered on the side.

The bare-knuckle contests tock on strong nation-
alistic undertones, epitomized by Hyer's son Tom, who



190 Boxing

became che U.S. beavyweight champion when he de-
feated Yankee Sullivan (James Ambrose) on Februacy
7, 1849, ac Still Pond Creek, Maryland. Sullivan, who
enjoyed a maverick reputacion, ran a saloon in New
York, where he fought many of the best boxers of che
day, although he only claimed the heavyweight citle
after Hyer’s retirement in 1851.

Notwithsmnding the actual practce, boxing was
prohibited by law in many states because of the violence
(and occasional deaths), the riotous crowds, and che
gambling. New Jersey was the first state @ implement
legislation againsr prizefighring in 1835; Massachusetts
followed suit in 1849, and New York in 1858. By the
1880s, all 38 existing states had made boxing illegal.

On October 12, 1853, Sullivan met John Morrissey
for the heavyweighr championship in Boston Corners,
New York. After the thirty-sixth round, a rior broke
out wben Sullivan hit Marrissey while he was down,
and spectacors spilled into che ring. After the chaos
was quelled, the referee awarded the fight to Morrissey
based on low blows and Sullivan's failure to come to
scrutch, che line in che middle of the ring. On October
20, 1858, Morrissey defeated John C. Heenan at Long
Point, Canada, © become tbe heavyweight champion
of Americs (che United States and Canada),

Eﬁngﬁgﬂnammuﬂvem:@ while
Heenan wenr on o meet British champion Tom Sayers
in Farnborough, England, on April 17, 1860, for & warld
championship conrest thar was invested with ideas of
American versus British manliness. Heenan seemed to
be making his way woward victory, but after the forcy-
second round, the crowd broke into the ring and the
bout was declared a draw, with each baxer awarded g
championship belr.

Irish Americans

Amid tbe greac wave of Irish immigration in the
mid-nineteenth century, an increasing mumber of
first- and second-generation Irish immigrants became
involved in boxing, and by the late nineceench cen-
tury, most champians were of Irish descent. While
these immigranc youth were used o sectling scores
in brawls in the streets, boxing matches offered chem
a payday, social mobility, and respect among their
peers. Neighborhood gangs often had close Links ro
political organizations thar had a stake in the ongo-
ing religious (Protestant versus Catholic), political
(Whig versus Democeat), and citizenship (narivist
versus immigrant) debates. New York's notoriously
corrupt Tammaaqy Hall, for example, hired physically

scrang Irish men to incimidate wavering voters from
theic own ranks as well as members of their rival or-
ganizations, such as the anti-Cacholic Know-Nothing
or American Party. The best known of these so-called
shoulder-hitters was Morrissey, who, after retiring
from boxing, was clected to the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives in 1866 and—after a falling-out with
Tammany Hall—became a New York state senaror
in 1875,

A curious symbiosis between sports and politics
was forged: politicians sponsored fighters, served us
managers and matchmakers, and used cheir leverage
with the police to gain approval and protection for
semipublic baxing matches. Newspapers had an im-
portant role in promoring boxing macches, and box-
ers used the papers to issue challenges to one another
through printed advertisements, known as “cards,”
Richard Kyle Fox, an Irish immigrant and the pub-
lisher of the National Police Gazette, was one of the
most prominent promoters. He declared che winners
of fights and gave our championship belrs to boxers
whom he considered the best in each weighr class,
Popular bexing reporting appeared in a number of
newspapers and periodiculs, including che Boston
Post, the Daily Picayune (New Otleans), Laslie's Weekly
Uustrated (New York), the New York Clipper, the New
York Herald, and The Spirit of the Times (New York).

A lare-nineceench-century culture of physicality
thar celebrated masculine prowess—in parricular, the
white male body—brought wider attention to sports,
buc boxing provided the era’s most famous hero and
mised the sport’s financial smkes to new levels. Irish
American John L. Sullivan became known for his
crowd-pleasing bravado, offering a handsome sum of
money to any man of any size who would challenge
him iq the ring. The ability of the “Boston Strong Boy”
to kaock his opponents out curned the charismaric Sul-
liven into & publicicy magnet, particularly embraced by
working-class men,

On February 2, 1882, when Sullivan fought che
reigning champion, Patrick “Paddy” Ryan, for the
beavyweight crown in Mississippi City, Mississippi,
both boxers broughe $25,000 to the ring under the
agreement “winner cakes all.” The fight, which Sullivan
won, originally had been scheduled to tke place in
New Orleans, but, as often was the case with the illegal
matches, it had to be moved across state lines to evade
the law.

On July 8, 1889, Sullivan engaged in a bout in
Richburg, Mississippi, with Jake Kilrain, who previ-
ously bad been declared heavyweight champion by
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Fox. After 75 rounds, Kilrain was unable to continue
in what turned out to be the lase heavyweight bare-
knuckle championship fight.

Legalized Prizefighting

Boxing's status improved near the end of the century,
as it became known as the “manly art of self-defense.”
In 1888, the Amateur Arhletic Union began organizing
local, state, and national amateur boxing champion-
ships in the United States. This encouraged the legal-
ization of boxing, first in Texas in 1889, and chen New
Orleans in 1890.

On September 7, 1892, John L. Sullivan met James
J. “Gentleman Jim” Corbertt in the three-day “Carnivul
of Champions” tournament, which also included a
teacherweighe fight becween George Dixon and. Jack
Skelly, and a lighcweight match between Jack Me-
Auliffe and Billy Myer. It was a legal event organized
by the Pelican Achletic Club in New Orleans, and che
boxers followed the Marquis of Queensberry rules.

Drafted by John Graham Chambers, a member of
England’s Amateur Acthletic Club, under the sponsor-
ship of John Sholto Douglas, the ninth Marquis
of Queensberry, in 1867, the Queensberry rules incro-
duced boxing gloves, three-minute rounds—with a
minute between rounds and ten seconds to gec up after
a knockdown—while banning wrestling and hugging
holds. Sullivan and Corbett bath wore 5-ounce (142-
gram) gloves to the contest. The younger and more
technically skillful Corbert knocked out the aging
Sullivan in the twenty-first round, marking the de-
mise of a decade-old hero who had turned boxing into
a major sporting arcraction.

Boxing scon was legalized in New York under
the Horton Law (1896-1900), which allowed athletic
clubs licensed by local municipalities to organize
sparring sessions. In practice, these “exhibition con-
tests” often were fronts for prizefights, at times pre-
vented and at other rimes ignored by the police.
Prizefighting was legalized in Nevada (1897) and Col-
orado (1899), although the latter state soon repealed
its decision.

African American and
Women Boxers in the
Late Nineteenth Century

Although baxing initially was not segregated along
racial lines, by the end of the nineteenth century, in-

terracial matches, especially among heavyweights,
were rare. John L. Sullivan adamantly refused to meet
any nonwhite challengers during his career, while Cor-
betr fought an incerracial match to a 61-round draw
against the popular Perer “Black Prince” Jackson in
San Francisco on May 21, 1891. But Corbertt also drew
the color line as champion. The so-called Negro circuie
produced many bosxers of renown, including Canadian
George "Little Chocolate™ Dixon, the first black fighter
to win a world boxing championship in 1890 as a ban-
tamweight, and Joe Gans, lightweighe champion of
the world from 1902 to 1908.

In addition, some women in late-nineteenth-
century North America sporadically stepped into the
ring. The first known women's boxing match was Nell
Saunderss 1876 victory over Rose Harland in New Yotk
City: in 1884, Nellie Stewart of Norfolk, Virginia, was
crowned the first “Fernale Champion of the World.”

Boxing, 1900-1920

The carly twencieth century saw a Iull in the main-
stream popularity of boxing, which operated with little
legal protection. Prizefighting was banned in New York
in 1900 (lthough boxing clubs survived chere under
che guise of “membership” clubs) and in Chicago in
1905. San Francisco became the main scene for champi-
onship fights under the protection of city boss Abe Reuf,
who also was the city’s leading boxing promoter.

The volatile racial relations of the Progressive Era
aided antiboxing crusades across the nation. The rise
of African American Jack Johnson as the first publicly
acknowledged black fighter to challenge for the heavy-
weight cbampionship rmised violent opposition. On
December 26, 1908, the “Galveston Giane,” as John-
son was known, defeated Canadian Tommy Burns in
Sydney, Australia, upsetting the century-long reign of
white boxers for the most prestigious boxing crown.
This shocked Americans who believed in the suprem-
acy of tbe white race and led to an ongoing quest for
the “Greac White Hope.”

Former champion Jim Jeffries agreed ro come out
of redirement to challenge Johnson in Reno, Nevada,
the only state chat would allow the fight, on July 4,
1910. In the promotions, Johnson was billed as che
“Negroes’ Deliverer” and Jeffries as the “Hope of the
White Race.” Jeffries’s loss to Johnson provoked riots
and mob violence throughout rhe United States, galva-
nizing a movement to ban prizefighting outright. At a
time when motion pictures were becoming a popular
form of enterminment, many states banned the showing
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of the Johnson—Jeffries fight hilm. This prompted Con-
gress 1n 1912 ro bur che interstice commerce of all
tight films for public viewing, u ban chat luseed uncil
1940.

Juhnson finally was dethroned in Havana, Cuba, on
April 15, 1915, by Jess Willard. who restored che racial
stacus quo in and ouc of che ring. Atter Johnson, no
African American boxer would get a shat at the heavy-
weighe cicle uncil 1937,

Some restrictions on buxing bruke down in che
1910s, with New York’s Frawley Luw, which allowed for
“no decision” contests from 1911 to 1917, and in Califor-
nia, four-round bouts were allowed berween 1914 and
1924, As the United States’ entey inco World Wae I be-
«me imminent, boxing received widespreud positive
publicity as pare uf soldiers’ craining tor combat, promp-
ing many states to ailow prizefights again, including
New Jersey, whose Hurley Law in 1918 permitred eigh-
round bouts.

Interwar Years

The 1920s often are referred to in che United States as
the “golden age of sports,” when large numbers of peo-
ple enjoyed prosperity and had mare leisure time than
ever before. Specrator sports boomed, and each sport
seemed to have its own greac hero. In New York in
1920, the Walker Act, spunsored by James J. Walker,
minority leader of the state senate, legalized prizefights,
allowed chem to be concluded by a decision, and estab-
lished the first state athletic commission to regulate the
industry. Ocher states soon followed.

In 1921. the National Boxing Association, com-
prising the state commissions and their internarional
equivalents, was formed to sancrion world champion-
ship title bouts. Promoarer George “Tex” Rickard made
4 ten-year arrangement to stuge boxing shows at New
York’s Madison Square Garden, a lucrarive deal chat
turned Rickard into the preeminent boxing promater
and established New York as the sport’s national cen-
ter. Radio broadcasting of fights, publication of Nac
Fleischer's magazine Thy Ring (launched in February
1922), and newspaper coverage of heavyweight cham-
pion Jack Dempsey turned che preeminent prizefighter
of the era into an internarional supersear.

Under the tutelage of manager Jack “Doc” Kearns,
Dempsey, known as the “Manassa Mauler,” became a
national celebriry, hailed as the incarnation of white
masculine “Americanness.” Dempsey, rogether with che
emerging mass entertainment industry, contributed to
baxing’s rising popularity and curned the sport into

big business. It is estimated that some 12 million Amer-
icans followed prizefighting in the 1920s. Men and
women of all socicecunumic backgrounds——including
members of high society—wanted to be seen ac fighcs,
especiully championship bours at arenas such as Madi-
son Square Garden.

Dempsey’s mose popular fights were bilked as patri-
otic contests agminst foreign  challengers, including
Grenryes Carpentier of France and Luis “Wild Bull of the
Pampas™ Firpo of Argeatina. On July 2, 1921, Dempsey
defeared Carpentier in New Jersey in a fight dubbed che
“Batcle of che Century.” the firsc bout sancrioned by the
National Baxing Association. It was also che first world
title fighe broadcast aver radio and che first million-
dollar gate, with gross receipts of $1,789,238.

Notwithstanding his popularicy, Dempsey fre-
quently was caken to task for his military record. Unlike
his nemesis, Gene Tunney, who had served in the U.S.
Marine Corps during World War I and was celebraced
a5 4 war hero, Dempsey’s public image was shadowed by
insinuations of druft dodging. On Seprember 23, 1926,
Tunney dechroned Dempsey in Philadelphia before
more than 120,000 spectators who paid a total of §1.8
million to accend. Their remarch at Soldier Field in Chi-
cago on September 22, 1927, produced a gate of $2.65
million, a record tbat stoad for more than 50 years.

The 1927 fighc was one of the most contraversial
pugilistic encounters of ull times. In the seventh round,
Dempsey knocked down Tunney, bur the referee did not
start the count until Dempsey bad retreared to che
farthest neutral corner, giving Tunney extra time to re-
cover. He went on t win the bout, which became known
in fistic annals as the “long-count™ fighe.

Like other heavyweigbt champions, Dempsey re-
fused to meet any African American challengers, par-
ticularly the number-one contender, Hacry Wills.
Hawever, the 1920s saw the emergence of the first
black middleweight champion when Theodore “Tiger™
Flowers defeated Harry Greb in New York on February
26, 1926. The ring was dominated by Americans, al-
though there were significant changes in their ethnicicy.

After the averwhelming dominance of Irish baxers
until 1916, che eacly decades of the twentieth century
experienced a brief Jewish boxing boom. Alongside
increasing Eastern European immigration, chere were
no fewer than 26 Jewish world champions berween the
years 1910 and 1940; Jews also had a strong presence
in boxing as trainers, managers, and promoters. The
most famous Jewish boxer, lightweight Benny Leonacd
(Benjamin Leiner), held his championship title for
eight years, from 1917 o 1925. Barney Ross (Beryl
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Jack Dempsey knocked down Gene Tunney in the seventh round of their heavyweight champlonship rematch in 1927—dubbed
the *Jong-count fight"—but Tunney retained the title. The gate of $2.65 miilion at Chicago's Soidier Fieid was a record (New

York Dally News/Getty Images)

David Rosafsky) won the world championship in three
weight cacegories: lighcweight, junior welterweight, and
welterweight.

When Max “Slapsie Maxie” Rosenbloom, the
world light heavyweight champion from 1930 to 1934,
was defeated by Bob Olin in New York on November
16, 1934, it marked the last time two Jews foughe for
a champianship. After 1936, Italian Americans reigned
in the baxing ring for more chan a decade, while Jews
mainly were active in the business side of boxing, as
promoters (Mike Jacabs, che leading promoter in the
late 1930s and 1940s), writers (Nat Fleiscber, founder
of The Ring maguzine), or entrepreneurs (Jacob Co-
lomb, founder of Everlast boxing gear).

The prominence of Italian Americans in the ring
reflected chat group's widespread poverty. Most Iealian
immigrants who came to America near the turn of the
century were unskilled and uneducated, and they were
slated for the lowest occupational positions. They also
became the object of discrimination by mainstream

society, who stereotyped them as dangerous criminals
and even questioned whether they were white. Many
first- and second-generation Italian baxers fought under
Anglicized aliases. For example, Giuseppe Carrora be-
came lightweight champion in 1921 as Johnay Dundee.

The greatesc fighter of the era was not an Italian,
bur an African American—Joe Lowis (Joseph Louis
Barrow), who, on June 22, 1937, defeated James Brad-
dock in Chicago to become the second African Ameri-
cun world heavy weighe champion. Promoted by Jacobs
and African American managers John Roxborough
and Julian Black, Louis's career—unlike that of Jack
Johnson befure him-—was celebrated in che United
Scates. Louis was billed in the media as = symbol of
American democraric ideals, as opposed to the oppres-
sive regime of Nazi Germany, homeland of Louis’s
nemesis Max Schmeling, who had knocked out the
American boxer in 1956. Their rematch in New York
on June 22, 1938, with the stakes much higher, was
Louiss most famous bout. With his first-round
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knockout victory, Louis was hailed as a victor for
American democracy und racial egalitarianism, while
Schmeling was depicted as a token for Nazi narional-
ism and cacism—though, in fact, Schmeling had as-
sisted Jews in Germany. A monrh after the Japanesc
areack on Pearl Hacbor on December 7. 1941, pushed
the United States into World War II, Louis enlisted in
the US. Army; he mainly performed in exhibition
taurs overseas, while his image was used by the Ottice
of War [nformation to publicize the war effort.

Even as African Americans were rising in che
male baxing world, femule boxing remained very
much on che fringes. In 1910, Crystal Beanett of Kan-
sas City, Missouri, was crowned "Female Lightweight
Champion of che World." In the 1920s, baxing was
part of ladies' health education in Boston. Then, in
the 1930s. former middleweight champion Mickey
.as_._rnn toured che United Staces with  troupe of fighe-
ing women,

In the interwar em, control of baxing shifted uway
from politicians to organized crime nerworks, In echnic
neighborhoods where boxing gyms were located, tighe-
ers and criminals—both scmping for a living—grew
up together or met later on, giving underworld figures
ready access to baxers and their handlers. The struc-
tuml deficiencies in boxing, including dysfunctional
stace achletic commissions and che lack of a federal
governing body, fcilitated corruption in che sport.
During the Grear Depression, when baxing was second
in popularity only to baseball, notable mobsters—
among them, Paul John “Frankie” Carbo, Max "Boo
Boo™ Hoff, and Owen “"Owney” Madden—moved in on
the business side of che sport.

The gangsters took a cur from boxers purses—if
not stealing chem outright—and there also was maney
to be made from selling tickets and fixing fighcs. Abet-
ted by a nexus of “frants” acrass the nation, they served
as de facto managers and matchmakers, and few boxers
could became contenders, let alone champions, without
their blessing. Carbo, for example, made his living from
boxing and claimed a vircual monopoly on the middle-
weighe division, while Madden managed many heavy-
Sn.mmrﬂ, including che Italian heavyweighe champion
Primo Carnera. Nororious for his lack of boxing skill,
Carnem won many fights in the 1930s amid cries of
foul play, and his 1967 obicuary in The New York Tiues
referred to his career as a “hgax.”

As a resulr of fighe fixing, bribery, and extortion,
the criminal influence penetrared all aspects of prize-
fighting. Boxers, trniners, managers, macchmakers, pro-
moters, fight officials, athletic commissions, and even
sportswriters all were influenced by che underworld.

Postwar Era Through the 19805

The postwar era witnessed enormous public interest in
prizefigheing, especially among the urban ethnic work-
ing class. Boxing was a sport thac perfectly fic che
needs of the new medium of television, with its constant
action and all che activiry focused in a small space. By
1950, televised boxing shows—including ABC’
Wednesday Night Fights from Chicago and NBC's Gil-
lette Friday Night Fights (1948~1960) from New York
un prime time—gave expasure to popular baxers, in-
cluding Carmen Basilio, Rocky Graziano (Rocco Bar-
bella), Jake LaMotta, Cuban Kid Gavildn (Gerardo
Gonzalez), and African American “Sugar Ray” Robin-
son (Walker Smith, Jr,), as well as o many previously
unknaown fighters, especially in the welterweight and
middleweight divisions. In 1955, Gillerze Friday Night
Fights, broadcast from the Madison Square Garden,
wan an Emmy Award for best sports progmm of the
year. The popularity of boxing on television and the
revenues it generated only intensified che sports al-
ready rampant corruption and ties to organized crime,
which were depicced in a slew of popular films of che
day, including Body and Sunl (1947). Champion (1949),
The Ses-Up (1949), On the Waterfrunt (1954), The Harder
They Fall (1956), and Somebody Up There Likes Me (1956).

The pattern of ethnic succession continued after
World War II, when African Americans began ro
dominate the sport, followed by Iralians and Mexicans.
Louis, che preeminent figure in che ring, retired in
1949, after 25 successful ticle defenses, However, finan-
cial problems forced him back into the ring for a few
more bouts, including his final fight on Ocrober 26,
1951, when Italisn American Racky Marciano defeated
him. One year later, Marciano dethroned African
American “Jersey Joe" Walcote to become the new
superstar heavyweight champion.

The 1950s also saw the emergence of a famed fe-
male boxer, “Bartling” Barbura Buctrick, of Grear Bric-
ain, who won the first “Undisputed Women's World
Boxing Title" against Phyllis Kugler in San Auntonio,
"Texas, on October 6, 1957. Buctrick was the firse woman
boxer ro appear in The Ring (1957 and 1959), and she
foughe Gloria Adams in the first women's baxing bout
ever broadcast by a radio station, WCKR Miami, on
October 1, 1959,

The International Boxing Club
During the 1950s, che Incernational Boxing Club

(IBC) controlled the promotional side of baxing, while
the underworld continued to exercise coverr contral of
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the marchmaking process. In Junuary 1949, Chicago
businessmen James D. Norris and Archur M. Wirte
incurporated the International Boxing Club of Illinois
and New York to promote championship boxing in
major cities in the United Scates. Within months, chey
had gained control of most boxing promotions. Be-
tween 1949 and 1953 alone, they staged 36 of 44 cham-
pionship bouts.

The sweeping takeuver was accomplished through
several tactics, beginning with their ownership of che
muain fighe arenas, including Chicago Stadium, Detroit’s
Qlympia Scadium, Madison Square Garden, and che St.
Louis Arena. Second, to eliminate competicion, they
bought or made special agreements wich all their major
promotional rivals. Third, they imposed exclusive chree-
to five-year contracts on all boxers, complete wich film
and broadeasting rights, making it next to impossible
for unaffiliaced contenders to get championship bouts.
Finally, cheir close connections with che underworld
helped them secure a monopoly on the heavyweight,
middleweight, and welterweight divisions.

These questionable business practices led the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation and the U.S. Department
of Justice to launch investigacions into the prizefighting
business, resulting in anticrust action against the IBC,
which controlled the rights to celevise, broadcast, and
film boxing matches. In United States v. International
Boxing Club of New York (1955), a federal district court
found the IBC guilty of monopolizing the promotion
of professional championship matches as tncerstace
commerce. The court ordered the IBC to be dissolved
and denied its exclusive righes to Madison Square Gar-
den and Chicago Stadium, ordering Norris and Wirez
to sell all of their stock in Madison Square Garden. The
IBC appealed, but in 1959, the U.S. Supreme Court
upheld the ruling.

Carbo and several other mobsters who had concrol
of the industry were arrested soon after. Carbo, Frank
“Blinky” Palermo, Joe Sica, Louis Dragna, and Truman
Gibson were found guilty of extortion, bribery, and
racketeering and sentenced to fines and imprisonment.

Muhammad Ali Era

During the 1960s, several sancrioning organizations
were established to award championship belts and to
rank contenders worldwide, which only served to in-
crease chaos in the industry. The National Boxing As-
sociation was renamed the World Boxing Association in
1962, che World Baxing Council was created in 1963,
and the North American Boxing Federation came into
being in 1969. From then on, championships were fought

under ihe rules and regulacions of vach individual orga-
mzation. Many title bouts were organized outside of
North America and broadeast on closed-circuit teievi-
ston 1n the United Seates.

African  American champions  dominated  che
heavyweight division—most notably Muhammad Ali
(Cassius Clay), joe Frazier, and George Foreman—and
raised che popularity of the sport worldwide, as many
fans appreciated che boxers’ skills and identified wich
their underdog stacus. Ali had a unique career, stare-
ing off as a popular amareur Olympic champion hefore
upsecting the fearsome Sonny Liston in 1964, How-
cver, by joining the Nation of Islam, an carly advocate
of Black Power, und by refusing to serve in the US.
armed forces in Vietnam, che wicty and articulate Al
represented a new type of champion, one who brought
attention to the politics of racial relations at home
while garnering attention abroad for his pacifist
stance—all the while jeopardizing his career.

Among Ali's mast popular ights were a crilogy of
bouts with “Smokin’ " Joe Frazier and his second heavy-
weight citle against Foreman in Kinshasa, Zaire (now
Congo), on October 30, 1974, knowo as che "Rumble
in the Jungle." During his heyday and even after his
retirement in 1981, Ali often was named as the mostc
famous athlete in the world.

Post-Ali Era

In the 1980s, the welterweight and middleweighe di-
visions produced a number of outstanding boxers.
including African Americans “Sugar” Ray Leonard,
“Marvelous” Marvin Hagler, and Thomas “Hic Man™
Hearns and Latinos Julio César Chdvez, Hector “Ma-
cho" Camacho, and Roberto Duran. Two legendary
duels between Leonard and Duran, in particular, epic-
umized the African American and Latino dominance
of the lower weight categories.

The most prominent figure in the ring during the
late cwentiech century was an African American, “Iron”
Mike Tyson, who on November 22, 1986, knocked out
Trevor Berbick of Jamaica in the second round of his
first title bout to become, at age 20, the youngest heavy-
weight champion in prizefighting history. Tyson's fero-
cious early-round knockouts produced the biggese live
gates and celevision sales ever seen in boxing, turning
him into an instant celebrity across the globe. However,
his frequent problems with the law, complete with sev-
ernl convictions and prison sentences, brought negative
publicicy to che sport. No charismatic heavyweight
emerged to fill the gap, and network television dropped
the broadcasting of boxing for a decade.
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Turn of the
Twenty-First Century

Luce-twencieth-cenrury boxing was dominated by Af
rican Americans in the middleweight divisiuns and up.
and by Latinos in the lighter weight caceyories, Mexi-
cans, in particular, already had strong traditions of
baxing in cheir homeland. Boxing gyms in the Ameri-
can barrios provided a cheup athletic aption, while
providing skills to defend uneself amid incerechnic
feuds. Superstar Latino boxers such as Oscar De La Hoya
and Felix Trinidad broughe a mainstream following to
che sport. and Spanish-language television stacions at-
teacted an increasing number of Larino viewers, espe-
cially in che Southwest.

At the same time, a growing cohort of women
became invulved in che sport, and some, most nocably
Christy Martin, Laila Al (daughter of Muhammad
Ali), and Lucia Rijker, even claimed celebricy scatus.
This surge in women’s baxing was reflected in several
films, including Shadow Barers (2000), Ageinst the Ropes
(2004), Girl Fight (2000), New Waterford Girl (2000),
and Million Dollar Bakby (2005), which wan the Acad-
emy Award for best motion picrure,

Prizefighting in the United Staces has offered suc-
cessive groups of impaverished athleces che means ro
demonstrae cheir physical prowess, make a living, and
balster their sense of community. The spore is a lucra-
tive business for some, mainly che prumoters, but only
3 percent of professional boxers make it o che warld
championship level. The world sanctioning bodies wday
grant championships in 17 differene weight divisions (as
opposed to the ariginal eighe), all with different champ-
ons, disparace matings, and inconsistent regulations.

In che 1990s, Senators Joha McCain of Arizona
and Richard Bryan of Nevada injciaced government
intervention in che industry to establish minimum
health and safecy standards, uniform business policies,
and 4 national umbrella organization for the sport.
This led to the Professional Baxing Safety Act of 1996
and the Muhammad Ali Bexing Reform Act of 2000,
bath of which were enacted into federal law.

Althougb chese laws broughe abour some gener-
ally accepred business principles and rules regarding
the deductions made from boxers’ purses, many of
their provisions regulating the prizefighting indusery
remain to be implemented. The iniciative for a narional
umbrella organization stalled, and haxers have no col-
lective forum protecting their intereses and na mini-
mum social benefits, health and life insurance, or basic

pension plans. The sport continues ro grapple with un-
scrupulous promoters, incongruous regulacions. and
rigeed resules worldwide.

Even more threutening tv boxers chan corrupt pro-
moters or the luck of bargaining rights is the potential
for brain injury, pacticularly a form of neurodegenera-
ave disease or dementia known as dementic pugilistica,
It long has been known—indeed, it is 2 cliché of the
sport—chat experienced boxers often sufer a number
of symproms, particulacly as they age, including loss of
memory, declining mental acuity, speech problems,
and physical unsteadiness, And it long has been sus-
pected tha these symproms were the result of repeated
blows to the head, even though symproms of dementia
pugilistica may not arise for up ro 20 years after che
boxer has left che ring,

In recent years, advances in brain research and
new diagnastic caols have allowed sciencises a becter
understanding of the mechanics of this form of de-
mentia, including che loss of neurons, buildup of water
on che brain (hydrocephalus), the accumularion of dif-
ferent forms of plaque on the brain, and the scarring
of brain cissue, In some notable cases, such as chac of
Ali. anorher degenerative brain and nervous system
disorder—Parkinson's disease—may be linked to the
repeated blows to the head received by baxers and
other contace-sport athletes, such as football players.

The grawing scientific evidence linking boxing co
degenerative brain disorders has led to renewed calls
for banning professional boxing in recent years, If that
cannoc be achieved, reformers seck to require thac
professional boxers wear the kind of protective head-
gear already required in most amateur and all Olym-
pic bours, However, some experts question the extenc
to which such protective headgear prevents bmin
injury.

Benita Heiskanen

Sez atsa: Crime, Organized; Gambling; Injuries, Protection
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Braves, Atlanta/
Milwaukee/Boston

The Arlanca Braves, winners of three World Serics and
11 National League pennans, is che oldest continu-
ously aperating U.S. sports franchise. The team dates
back to cthe Boston Red Stockings, which in 1876
formed the core of the Bosron Red Caps, an original
Narional League squad, later renamed the Beancaters,
Daves, Rustlers, and Bees. The name chat eventually
stuck was che Boston Braves.

The team wns one of Mujor League Baseball's
weakest-performing and least profirable franchises until
1953, when the team moved Milwaukee, seeking
greater returns and success on the playing field. This was
the first franchise move in Major League Baseball in 50
years. Then, just 13 years later, the club moved to Ac-
lanta, again in search of more revenue. There, team owner
Ted Turner was an innovator in cable broadcasting, and
his club became 1 dominanc National League squad, wich
11 division championships between 1995 and 2005, The
Braves returned to the Narional League Division Series in
2010, lasing in four games to the San Francisco Giangs,

Rise and Fall of the Triumvirs:
Boston, 1871-1952

In 1871, Harry Wrighe, manager of the Cincinnaci
Red Stockings, the first professional team, moved to
Boston with shortsrop and brother Geurge Wright and
other Cincinnuti players to play for Ivers Whitney Ad-
ams, a twine manufacturer and aspiring baseball owner.
Adams’s ream, called che Boston Red Stockings, played
in the Nacional Association of Professional Base Ball
Players, che first professional baseball league. They
won four straight pennants (1872-1875) while playing
at the South End Grounds. In 1876, when the more
business-oriented National League supplanted the Na-
tional Association, che Red Stockings franchise, owned
by Nicholas T. Apclionio, became the Red Caps.

Under new owner Acthur Soden, the Red Caps touk
wunsecutive Narional Leaguce championships in 1877
and 1878. Then. 1n 1879, after shorestop George
Wright and two uther stars left cthe Red Caps, Soden
and his two partners, known together as the Trium-
virs, drew up baseball’s reserve clause, a rule intended
to keep players from jumping from team to ceam and
to drive down salaries. In 1883, the Boston club. re-
named the Beaneaters, won the pennant. The Trium-
virs ateracted Irish fans by signing Irish players, such
as colorful catcher und righe fielder Mike ‘King” Kelly,
4 national favorite who was acquired from che Chicago
White Stockings for $10,000

In 1890, Buston hired manager Frank Selee, who
broughe with him rookie freballer Charles “Kid"
Nichols. Nichols won 297 games for Boston over the
next decade, che most wins by a piecher 1n a ten-year
span. Selee piloted the club superbly, winning five
Nacional League pennants (1891-1893, 1897-1898),
Three straighe championships (1891-1893) garnered
Buston permanent possessiun of che Dauvray Cup,
named after the wife of New York Gianes player John
Montgomery Ward. actress Helen Dauvray. In 1894,
the club’s insufficiencly insured wooden balipark burnec
down, and a smaller field replaced ic.

The emergence of a rival major league in 1901
brought unwanred competition co the National League.
Several Beaneaters stars jumped to the new American
League franchise in Boston, then known as che Ameri-
cans. The Beaneaters finished no betcer chan sixch
fram 1903 o 1912. The ream changed its name to the
Doves in 1907 and to the Rustlers in 1911,

In 1911, John Montgomery Ward formed a syndi-
cate to buy the team and became its president. Ward
tried to revive the team by naming chem the Braves,
to give the club an identity chat was infused with spirit
and pride. The name also honored majority owner
James Gaffney, a leader of New York City's Tammany
Hall political machine, whose members were nicknamed
“Braves.” The ball club was the firse major professional
team to carry a Native American name. Ward also re-
designed che club’s plain uniforms to feacure a calorful
Native American profile.

In 1914, the Braves were in last place in early July,
15 games out of first place, bur went on to capture che
top spot in a remarkable curnaround, going 66-18 for
rest of the season. The “Miracle Braves” under manager
George Stallings pulled off a sweep of the Philadelphia
Athlerics in a shocking World Series upset. One year
later, the team built Braves Field, a fireproof stadium
seating 40,000.




