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Lesléa Newman, was set to be the f
ness Week at the Universit

ing the fence where Shep ied, the deer nea
by, the stars and wind, as well as the the victim’s mother, friends,
police officers, a journalist, and even the two perpetrators. Togethe
they paint a picture that is gripping, compelling, and heart-breaking.
Yet, the book has a quiet dignity that is a fitting tribute to the young

life taken too early. In addition, the poetry is beautifully crafted and

Newman weaves together an impressive variety of poetic forms in-
cluding haiku, “found” Poems, pantoums, list poems, “This is Justto  Lesléa Newman

Say” poems, alphabet oems, villanelles, acrostic poems, and more,  October Mourning:
y'p P P . P A Song for Matthew Shepard

Somerville, MA: Candlewick

of books, DVDs, and websites that readers may find helpful, This is Press, 2012
111 pages
a brilliant example of how poetry can help us cope with horror in 3
way that facts alone cannot. ISBN: 9780763658076
Sylvia Vardell Young Adult
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Lesléa Newman'’s picture book, Donovan’s Big Day, narrates the
experiences of young Donovan as he prepares for his mothers’
wedding that day. From the moment he wakes up to the moment his

Lesléa Newman

.there is a sense of Suspense and excite-  Donovan Big Day

ment throughout the course of the storybook. When it is finally time  Tllus. Mike Dutton
to give the rings to mommy and mama, Donovan is sure to show his Berkeley: Tricycle Press, 2011
mothers just how much he loves them—by kissing the brides. New- 30 p-

derful addition to any  ISBN: 978-1-58246-332-2
child’s collection. (Picture book, 2+)

Samantha Christensen
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The Girl of the Wish Garden: A Thumbelina Storyis a loose retell-
ing of Hans Christian Andersen’s Thumbelina. An author’s note
explains the inspiration behind the revision. Uma Krishnaswami,
who first fell in love with Hans Christian Andersen’s stories at
the age of eight while living in India, was inspired to write this
book after encountering Nasrin Khosravi's illustrations for a Fé
picture book edition of the Thumbelina story. The illustrations §
captivating, a compound of late impressionism and cubism. The
illustrations deviate in places from the original Thumbelina plot,
and since this retelling is inspired by the paintings, Krishnaswami
follows them, although she retains some key elements from the
original, especially using the convention of story as a poet’s
dream. The text of the story is spare, written in free verse poetic
style, following the surreal dream narrative of the paintings. The
result is an engaging poem that follows the fluid dynamic of the
paintings, shifting landscapes, and narrative atmosphere. As a
Thumbelina retelling should, this story brings the reader into the
enlarged world of the tiny protagonist, an enchanting environ-
ment of interaction with frogs, mice, swallows, and horses.

Taylor Kraayenbrink
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Uma Krishnaswami

The Girl of the Wish Garden:
A Thumbelina Story
Toronto: Groundwood
Books, 2013

32 pages

155498324X
(Picturebook, 3+)
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As an adaptation of a Japanese film intended primarily for adults,
Nobody Knows by Shelley Tanaka is an unusual addition to the Nort,
American children’s ook landscape. Stills from Dare mo shiranai (]
directed by noted film

from the perspective of twelve-year-old Akira, Tanaka’s prose mimics
the documentary style of the film, displaying a sensitivity that rarely
crosses over into the sentimental. This balance was undoubtedly dif-

Shelley Tanaka
abandons them. The strength of Nobody Knows

Tanaka’s emotionally powerful story lies in the absence of moralizing, Toronto; Groundwood

whether on the part of the narrator or the children themselves. Tanaka Books, 2012

achieves this feat by relying primarily on dialogue and clear-eyed, spare 144 pages

description of the children’s matter-of-fact approach to daily survival.

Young readers will be challenged to form their own judgments about the (8-12)

psychological and socjal implications of this unforgettable story. ISBN: 978-1-55489-140-3

Melek Ortabasi
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Nataberne is an imaginative story that draws the reader into a
world of fun, fancy, and some Crazy primates. Bea is a young girl
who enjoys bedtime because it allows her to visit the world of he
friends, the ni

where silly fancy
tions dra_vv the_ reade_r In while remaining unique and original.

best with young children who are capable of following advanced
vocabulary, but still enjoy a picture book. The story offers charac- Lakambini Sitoy

ters who have the ability to escape from the mundane activities Nﬂfﬂh’fﬂf

and unfair restrictions of every day life to teach the primary char- {The Night Monkeys}
acter Bea, and the reader, to enjoy the freedom of childhood as  Illus.by Lilian Brogger

; f Copenhagen: Forlaget
long as possible, anq to real;ze that appearances are not always Hjulet, 2010

44 pages

into a dreamland of strange creatures and even stranger actions,

ISBN: 9788789213637
where adventure seems to lurk around every corner.

(Picture Book, Ages 6-10)
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BOOKS ON BOOKS

That's Life joins a series of outstanding scientific lit-
eracy books for children by Robert Winston.
life and its rich diversity around major themes
temporary biology including the cellular basis
evolutionary history of biological diversity,
interactions and adaptation. Biological div
processes are illustrated with an impressi
of engaging biological stories, from extre
and organisms, to the unforeseen life hid
places. Clever, instructive and fun illustrations and a
wealth of great photographs bring the author’s writing )
to life in a very appealing and accessible book. Winston %Otfrzwmsmn
achieves the delicate balance of writing about biologj- D(ilingzj;g(indersley, 2012
cal concepts with remarkable clarity wit

It explores
of con-

of life, the
ecological
ersity and

ve selection
me places

ing in familiar

hout oversimpli- 96 pages
fying them and portrays scientific inquiry with integrity,
presenting what we do not understand as exciting ISBN: 9781405391504
challenges. (Illus., 7+)

Doris Audet

a story;
ome books tell us
ireate a plot, others an atmosp

ting a magic L
fregh grgrsor'?h(;rf’?ell Ss about two lovers, Day and Nig
and ¢ :

Tyge Pinar
X atures laid an ambush to Iy falls fromp its i
Contradlcwry:t one night, as the Moon suddenly

adventure starts G

b
s ice created as a sao Aﬁ
tion making a voice “similar to the voice U.t‘ 0!
cati =

u k as burhe€
. abyss “as blac D
ning” and leaves behind an ,he goes to Day
?topst(s:r’]’lrspilr?cge Islight is terribly Scﬁfegt%fntg%gsrf‘i(nd thge Moon
orests. . " As Nig eS|
o the day. the pag
who is as_brlght asi’[ belongs, the l’eaders_ﬂoat ar??:gking prom- Serkan Aka and
e Wr;?l:/eSkies When Day anc N|hght p'E’j‘orleaVe this sweet Ayse Pinar Koprucu
asif flyinginn ! (.)u regret that you have this Lunar Eclipse
. i ; farewell to Ak
ises for tiny reunions, y k to the real world... a fare 0- Illus.Serkan Aka
atmosphere and 'cof':lne lZ:)l(f[:’twiligi'lt. The lyrical Worqm|g’ 2?;:‘213 Istanbul: Iletisim Publishing,
naive couple .untll’: Ieilrl]ustrations and clever graphlkceaﬂ%s booka 2012
nized by Sler?glg]irr\ezted by the fall of the mOC;‘:])ir?;athe impossible 40 pages
s aec’ttga;)e valued by those who are after tu ISBN: 9789750510281
piece to
to possible.

(Illus. 8+)
Tiilin Kozikoglu
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In Kummallisuuksien kasikirja [The book of oddities], Mauri Kun-
nas, a famous Finnish author and illustrator, leads the readers
to an incredible journey throughout every kind of mystery from
ancient to modern times, from the Earth to the open space. T
picture book, wonderfully illustrated and full of humorous elen
like most Kunnas's works, offers legends and short stories from g
over the world. Even though the book contains many spooky ch
acters (vampires, skeletons, and fire dragons), they do not frighten
young readers since characters have funny and ironical features
since, such as vampires survive well on tomato soup, strawber-
ries, or red beets. This book might be considered a “crossover”
for different reasons. First, it contains a large variety of mysterious  pfauri K

0 . aurl Kkunnas
and supernatural elements that might appeal an audience of both g wallisuubsien kisikirja
children and adults. Second, since most illustrations used here are yijs. Mauri Kunnas
taken from many Kunnas's previous works (e.g. funny ghosts, vam- Helsinki, Finland:
pires with terrible toothaches, a sleepwalking goat, Easter Island  Otava 2011
statues, and UFOs), they might be familiar also to adults who read 80 PP-,
those books as children. The last part of this picture book boasts
activities in which readers can test their knowledge, and therefore ISBN 978-951-1-25207-8
their reading comprehension, on the oddities of the world. (Picturebook, age +3)

Melissa Garavini
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