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His name is Markus[footnoteRef:2], now seasoned not green. [2:  Hence the title of this congratulatory limerick: Management Accounting Research – Key Untold Stories.] 

Instead he's prominent in the research scene.
Academic, business-minded,
in his projects never blinded,
and in Alma Mater he was appointed the Dean.

Faculty member sharp-dressed and handsome.
Managing the School's expense and income.
Quick-witted and thrifty,
now turned fifty,
yet the best years are ahead to come.

Do you know what Granlund really means?
Can it be jeans, or black limousines?
Not any of the above,
Translates to spruce grove.
And nothing to do with counting beans.

Markus was my teacher in the business school,
on accounting as a planning and control tool.
Then with him to feature
as a colleague and co-teacher.
Those times were unforgettable, and so cool!



Our collaboration at work cannot possibly be better,
some joint research papers we have written together.
One published in a journal,[footnoteRef:3] [3:  Granlund & Taipaleenmäki (1995)] 

work nocturnal and diurnal,
Feels like this co-authoring could continue forever.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  Taipaleenmäki, et al. (2017)] 


One more thing needs to be here documented,
Even though my career is practice-oriented.
In my path towards the PhD,[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Taipaleenmäki (2017)] 

Markus is the one supervising me.
- Academic coaching undoubtedly is splendid!

What has been important to both Markus and me,
has recently dealt with the digital and IT.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  Granlund (2011), Grandlund, et al. (2013); see also Granlund & Taipaleenmäki (1999)] 

Accounting − social science,
but technological reliance.
Unfathomable research avenues there will be.

While studying management accounting absence,[footnoteRef:7] [7:  Taipaleenmäki (2014)] 

for me, it all started to make sense.
Sharing values isn't strange,
but interest in the change,[footnoteRef:8] [8:  See e.g. Granlund (1998), Granlund (2001), Granlund (2003), Granlund & Lukka (1998), Granlund & Malmi (2002), Ikäheimo & Taipaleenmäki (2010), and Taipaleenmäki & Ikäheimo (2013).] 

has remained the prevailing quintessence.

For listening Markus has a pair of good ears.
Our friendship remains through all the years.
On congress trips,
We shook some hips,
And yes, we dined − sipped wines and beers.

So, there are many things we have done and seen,
but have you ever met a professor and a Dean,
who is tough like Rocky,
plays soccer and ice hockey,
and who misses Indiana Jones Pinball Machine.

As this limerick is now about to end,
to finish this poetic and professional blend,
In a festive mood,
I would like to conclude,
and congratulate my dear − and true friend.
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