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This thesis is a critical discourse study on abortion discourse in British left and right leaning
newspaper articles. This study examines the language use, attitudes, and women’s rights in
the articles, and compares the differences between the articles from the more left leaning and
right leaning newspapers. The data consists of ten articles from six different British
newspapers: The Guardian, The Daily Record, The Daily Mirror, The Telegraph, The Daily
Mail, and The Sun. This study aims at examining the word choices, attitudes, opinions,
present voices, and whether women’s rights are supported or violated in abortion discourse.

The theories and methods draw from Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework of
discourse, social theory, and Michelle Lazar’s feminist critical discourse analysis. The
analysis focuses on the agencies of the writers of the articles. Those agencies include: specific
word choices and whether they are positive, negative, or neutral; intertextuality, that is,
quotations from other people’s voices involved in the articles; ideologies, that are the people’s
attitudes and opinions present in the articles towards abortion or abortion legislation and
politics; and engagement.

The results showed that, in fact, there were no noteworthy differences to be found in the
language use, attitudes, or views towards women’s rights between the more left leaning or
right leaning newspaper articles. Thus, the hypothesis was proven to be false. However, an
aspect in which there was a certain difference to be found, was between those articles where
the writers’ voices were more neutral and subtle, versus these where they were more visible
and opinionated. The first group used more quotations and other people’s voices, whereas the
latter group had less of these. Otherwise, the two groups, that is, left and right leaning articles,
did not have any major differences in any of the features that were looked at.

Even though the hypothesis of this study was proven to be false, the topic of this study, that
is, abortion and women’s rights, has been relevant to examine. Earlier similar studies have
revealed that negative media presentation on the topic of abortion has affected negatively on
the formation of people’s opinions and views towards abortion. Media presentation has also
affected the general ideologies in the society, too.

Key words: Critical discourse analysis, feminist critical discourse analysis, social theory of
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1 Introduction

Conversation around abortion has existed throughout history all over the world and it has
been intense for the last fifty years since the execution of Roe v Wade law in the USA in
1973, and the Abortion Act in in Britain in 1967 (Linton 1989, Purcell et al 2014). Yet the
discussion has been especially heated during the recent few years (see e.g., Cohen et al, 2021
and Cullen & Korolczuk, 2019). However, the discussion has been particularly relevant and
topical in 2022 due to the overturning of the Roe v Wade law in the United States on June 24"
2022, which affected the abortion discussion everywhere in the world. Generally, the
discussion and people’s opinions on abortion seem to be very polarised and it is something
that has caused a lot of debate and conversation through time, but especially now. The topic
of abortion is interesting because it is very broad and functions on multiple different domains

in society: Human rights, women’s rights, politics, the matter of law, religion, and ethics.

Discussion and discourse about abortion is relevant and topical especially now, since the
overturning of the Roe v Wade law took place in the USA in the summer of 2022, and so the
matters of abortion legislation changed drastically, for the worse. Thus, this topic is worth
investigating and analysing more closely in this MA thesis. Firstly, it is a topic that touches
many women, and other people too, in such an important and personal level. Secondly, it is a
matter of human rights, and thus women’s rights to decide about their own bodies their selves,
and it is interesting and confusing that these kinds of human rights issues are still debated on
today. There are other studies about abortion discourse that focus on different points of views
of the problems, such as linguistic or social sides (see e.g. Larsson et al 2015; Saurette &
Gordon 2013 and Macleod 2012). However, in my opinion, this topic needs further studying
today, especially from linguistic and human rights point of view. Also, it is relevant to
conduct updated research on newer conversation and material. Furthermore, the type of
research of abortion recognizing the distinction between the political stance of the studied
newspapers has not been done very much, but in this study the political stances of the
newspapers are taken into consideration. Abortion discourse in print media has been studied
over the last ten years (e.g. Purcell et al. 2014; Larsson et al. 2015; Macleod 2012;

Koralewska and Zielinska 2022) without taking into account the political stance of the papers.

The focus of the present thesis is on abortion discourse in British media. Even though
America and its legislations regarding abortion is also discussed, the primary material and

thus the core of the study is specifically on Britain in the material. The UK was chosen as the



main focus because comparing the USA and UK abortion discourses would have been too
broad scale for the scope of the present thesis, and I wanted to focus more on the UK.
However, the abortion politics in the US are still relevant to be included in this thesis, because
of the impact that those changes had on the UK and its abortion discourse there as well. The
legal changes in the US are reflected in multiple of the British newspaper articles that are also
used as data in the present thesis. The collected data consists of abortion discourse in the
news. The primary focus is particularly on the discourse side of the matter that is, word
choices, use of negative or positive words, attitudes behind the words, thoughts,
argumentation, quoting of other parties, and the overall nature of the discourse. However, the
matter of human rights does remain along in this MA thesis and is present despite the primary
focus being on the linguistic features in the primary material. Discourse analysis is relevant
since it is a combination of studying both the linguistic and the societal side of the matter. I
conduct a critical discourse analysis based on the specific methods I have chosen to best suit
this topic and the analysis of the data that handles human rights. The methods include looking
at agencies, engagement, and intertextuality in the articles, and drawing outcomes based on
the findings in the material. In addition to these, I have chosen three critical discourse analysis
frameworks according to which I will analyze and interpret the findings in the data. These
frameworks are Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework of Discourse, Fairclough’s
Social Theory, and Michelle Lazar’s Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis. As material, I have
used ten different British newspaper articles that are introduced more closely in the material
and methodology section. The material is divided into two categories: Half of the articles
situate politically more to the left side of the continuum, and the other half on the right side

based on the newspapers they were published in.

The goal of this study is to see whether there are any differences or similarities to be found
between those newspaper articles that belong to the left winged political group, or the right
winged political group, based on the political stance of the newspapers. However, it needs to
be noted that the political stance in the newspapers is a continuum, and even though the
material has been divided into two different groups based on the newspapers’ political stance,
the papers in the same group are not necessarily in the exact same political position. The

materials are introduced in more detail in the materials and methods section.

I have set three sets of research questions that this MA thesis seeks to answer. These three
questions should be kept in mind throughout this thesis. The research questions are the

following:



1. How is the language use in the articles, and how is the positive and negative word
choices present in the articles? How do they differ between the more left winged and
right winged newspaper articles?

2. How are the writers’ own thoughts, opinions, and attitudes towards abortion? How are
the thoughts, opinions, attitudes, and quoting of other voices and in the left and right
winged articles?

3. How does the discourse in the newspapers on the topic of abortion either violate or

support women'’s rights, or their right to have an abortion?

My first hypothesis is that the language used in the newspaper articles that belong to the
politically more right winged group is to be found more patriarchal and derogatory towards
women undergoing abortion and condemns abortion. The second hypothesis is that on the
other hand, the more left winged newspaper articles are more supportive towards access to

abortion and take a kinder approach towards the women having abortion.

I have introduced the overall topic, research questions, and hypothesis of this thesis in this
introduction. In the next section I present the backgrounds of this topic, explaining the
necessary information of abortion first on a general level, and the necessary information of
abortion in the UK and the USA. In section three, I proceed to explaining the theoretical side
of the matter, introducing the essentials of critical discourse analysis and the more precise
theoretical approaches of CDA used in this thesis. The used theories are Fairclough’s Social
Theory of Discourse, the Three-Dimensional Framework of Discourse, and Lazar’s Feminist
Critical Discourse Analysis. After this, I present the materials and methods of the thesis in
section four, where I introduce the ten articles and present the criteria of the newspapers and
the articles when collecting the data. In the methodology section, I also explain the methods
of the present thesis. After the methodology section follows the analysis itself in section five,
where the articles are analysed and discussed by conducting a close-reading method. The
sixth section is the discussion section, where the findings of the study are presented, and how
they relate to this study is discussed. In addition to these, possible problems and things that
could have been done differently are discussed. Also, the ideas for further research based on
the current research are considered. The last section of the thesis is the conclusion section,
where a summary of the goals and findings of the thesis are presented, and I answer to the

research questions that were set in the introduction.



2 Background

In this section I first briefly introduce the history and the current situations in the UK and the
USA concerning abortion and abortion rights. In section 2.2 I define the necessary
terminology for reading the present thesis. Even though the present study does not deal with
abortion in the USA, I argue that it is relevant for the reader to be aware of what has happened
in the USA in 2022 regarding abortion law, when the Supreme Court decided to overturn the
old Roe v Wade law making access to abortion significantly harder for those wanting it. The
reason why the US situation is relevant to this study is because that topic is very much present
and reflected in the UK newspapers as well, and thus in the data of this thesis. Also, the
overturning of Roe v Wade is mentioned and discussed in the material multiple times, too.

The Roe v Wade law will be further discussed later in the thesis.

Some relevant earlier studies on this topic are for example Saurette and Gordon’s (2013)
study on the new anti-abortion discourse in Canada, which focuses on studying language use
and attitudes in discourse in the Western world, and Larsson and other’s (2015) study on
discourses on abortion in Ugandan daily newspapers, which on the other hand centres in a
developing country. It is worth noting that both linguistic and social factors are included in
these two studies, which is characteristic to discourse analysis. Other two studies worth
mentioning are McDonnel and Murphy’s (2019) media framing study on abortion politics in
Ireland and Purcell and other’s (2014) print media study on representation of abortion in
Great Britain, that centres even more on the critical discourse analysis side of the matter.
These studies are relevant to be mentioned since they all are similar to the present thesis and
share same features and focuses. They study abortion discourse and have a CDA focus, and
the material is also similar with the material of the present thesis, in the sense that it is print

media.
2.1 Abortion

In this section I first briefly explain the basic information on abortion and describe the
situation regarding abortion in the UK and the USA today. I also introduce the historical side
of the matter, which is relevant regarding the current situation. There is particularly lot of
information on abortion precisely in developing countries, where abortion is still very much a
taboo and the issues of safe abortion and the rights to it are even harder to access than in most

of the western countries (World Health Organization, Amnesty International). However, the



present thesis does not deal with abortion in the developing countries, and thus I do not cover
this matter in detail and provide only the amount of information regarding abortion in
developing countries that is necessary. Hence, the primary focus is on the UK and the USA.
Nonetheless, I still argue that understanding and being aware of abortion rights in developing
countries, too, helps in grasping the bigger picture of abortion situation in the whole world.

(see e.g. Larsson et al 2015; Saurette & Gordon 2013 and Macleod 2012).

Amnesty International, one of the biggest human rights organizations in the world, defines
abortion or induced abortion as “a medical procedure that ends a pregnancy”. According to
Amnesty International, abortion is basic healthcare that is needed by millions of people all
over the world. It is estimated that every fourth pregnancy ends in abortion. (Amnesty
International). Abortion access is one of the most fiercely debated topics worldwide and the
discussion is filled with misinformation about the real consequences of restricted access to
this basic healthcare service, abortion (ibid.). Abortion can be done in two different ways,
which are medicational abortion and procedural abortion. Medicational abortion uses
medicines to end the pregnancy and procedural abortion is a procedure in which the

pregnancy is aborted by removing the contents of the womb (MedlinePlus).
2.1.1 Abortion in Britain

Abortion has been legal in practice in the UK since the Abortion Act in 1967. According to
Zhou, Blaylock and Harris (2020) it was decided in the Abortion Act that “all abortions must
be approved by two doctors, reported to the Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC),
and be performed by doctors within licensed premises”. However, in theory, abortion still
remains a criminal offence under the Offences Against the Person Act 1981, when it does not
fulfill the set criteria. For example, in reality, 98 percent of the registered abortions in the UK
are recorded as a risk for the woman’s mental health (Sheldon and Wellings 2020, 11). The
grounds for permitted abortion in England, Scotland, and Wales are: a risk on the life of the
pregnant woman, risk of physical or mental health injury of the woman or already existing
children, or the possible risk of mental or physical abnormalities of the possibly born child

(Sheldon and Wellings 2020, 8).

In sum, the current abortion law in the UK is archaic and problematic. It is expressed as
unclear and old, and it is in contradiction with the Abortion Act which was created to ensure

safe abortions (Sheldon and Wellings 2020, 9). Even though abortion is de facto legal in the



country, as has been said, there are problems with the currently operative Abortion Act. These
problems have to do with legal access to abortion and human rights issues, such as strict
limitations on who or how far pregnant people can have abortion. Moreover, the current state
of affairs in the USA is even more troubling because of the setbacks of the summer of 2022,

since the access to abortion there is even more restricted and violates human rights.
2.1.2 Abortion in the USA

In the US, abortion was legalized in every state for the first trimester, and thus women’s rights
to get abortion was made more easily accessible and safer in 1973, with the passing of the
legislation, in theory. Despite giving the power of regulating, limiting and codifying abortion
to the states and thus granting them the right to decide about their abortion law, social stigma,
and political efforts that limit access to abortion, such as financial limitations, continued to
increase. There has been multiple different problems throughout the fifty years regarding the
matter of abortion in the USA (The British Journal of Social Work). With Roe v Wade
legislation in 1973, federal protections for pregnant women to get an abortion were ensured
and states could not entirely ban abortion before the fetus reaches the point that it could
survive outside the womb. Due to limited funding sources, anti-abortion activists worked
enthusiastically to limit access to abortion and thus managed to promote some policies that
ban certain procedures and recognize the personhood of a fetus, which then led ultimately to
changes in different states (ibid.). Briefly summed, it can be said that abortion policies in the
USA have always been debatable and still continue to be. In the USA, the controversial nature
of abortion is intense, polarized and controlled. Decisions about abortions are very much done
firsthand accordingly to the states’ policies, instead of giving the pregnant person their own
right to decide what they want to do with the pregnancy, and thus appreciation of privacy and

decision making of ones’ own body, are limited (McCoyd, 2008).

All the debate that has occurred over the last fifty years culminated on June 24, 2022, when
the Supreme Court overturned the Roe vs Wade law, restoring the decision of abortion rights
for the states (Guttmacher Institute). In practice, this enactment affected 46 states and made it
much harder for women in the USA to get an abortion. At the time of writing this section of
the present MA thesis (Autumn of 2022) the situation in the USA is that in 18 states there is
either a full ban on abortion or it is limited to either six, 15, 18 or 20 weeks; in 19 states
abortion is either legal or legal but limited, and in ten states the ban of abortions has been

temporarily blocked (The New York Times, 2022). The debate and discussion over the



overturning of Roe v Wade law continues to this day all over the world. Because of this, the
discussion and reporting of abortion matter has increased in the United Kingdom, too, and
several of the articles used as material in the present thesis also mention the situation in the

USA.
2.2 Terminology

In this section I introduce the necessary terminology that the reader must know to understand
the thesis, regarding abortion. The terms introduced in this section are essential terms that
touch the topic of abortion, not critical discourse analysis, which is covered later in this thesis

in section 3.1.1
2.2.1 Pro-life & pro-choice

The terms “Pro-life” and “Pro-choice” are relevant terms on the topic of abortion on a general
level, and usually they are referred to or mentioned in abortion discussion. Thus, these terms
are relevant to be introduced in this thesis also, even though they are not particularly central in
the material and the thesis does not study the use of these specific terms explicitly. These

terms are mentioned on the primary material as well.

Briefly defined, “pro-choice” refers to the belief that everybody should have the right to
choose whether they want to have children or not (plannedparenthood.com). On the other
hand, “pro-life” means opposing abortion and believing that the potential fetus has a right to
live (ibid.). In essence, people who take a pro-choice stance in the abortion conversation,
usually think that women should have the right to have an abortion if they want to, and to
have the right to make that decision about their own bodies. In other words, the term

essentially refers to having the right to choose.

While this division of pro-life people and pro-choice people into two camps is generally
relatively straightforward and characteristic in a way, this type of dichotomy does not
function on every part of the abortion discussion. The division is not adequate in the current
state of the abortion debate, since nowadays it is rather complex and there exists a whole
different conversation on abortion depending on the sex of the fetus (Amery 2020, 4). This,
however, does not further relate to my thesis and I consider the two terms according to the

traditional division.



It is also worth discussing here that traditionally those people who are extremely religious
tend to belong to the pro-life camp. This is especially common in the US, where religion in
immensely a part of the every-day life, and the majority of the population belong to some
religion (Pew Research Center). Typically, those people who believe in God or belong to
some religion, tend to believe that abortion is wrong, at least to some degree (Pew Research
Center). Naturally, it is not as straightforward that all religious people would be pro-lifers, but
it must be acknowledged that generally this tends to be the situation. However, I will not
discuss this matter in more detail here, since the religion related matter regarding the abortion
discussion is not eminently present in the data used in this thesis, and the data does not
encompass the US. Thus, it is not particularly relevant to emphasize this point and discuss it

further, even though it is imperative in the general pro-life and pro-choice abortion discussion.
2.2.2 Women’s Rights

Amnesty International, an international human rights organization, states that “[w]omen’s
rights are human rights” and defines women’s rights according to the following quote: “We
are all entitled to human rights. These include the right to live free from violence and
discrimination; to enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical or mental health; to be
educated; to own property; to vote; and to earn equal wage” (Amnesty International).
However, across the globe these rights are not fulfilled depending on the place, and many
women and girls face discrimination based on their sex and gender. Gender inequality causes
many of the previously mentioned inequality issues, and among them also the issues of sexual
and reproductive rights (Amnesty International). Amnesty International says that “[e]very
woman and girl has reproductive rights. This means they are entitled to equal access to health
services like contraception and safe abortions, to choose if, when, and who they marry, and
decide if they want to have children and if so, how many, when and with who”. This,
however, is not the case in the present world. Many girls and women still cannot access legal
and safe abortions (ibid.). In multiple countries, people who either need or want abortions, do
not have the access to it and they have to put their life at risk by getting an illegal and life-
threatening abortion or go to jail. For example in the UK, the British legislation simply does
not unequivocally secure full autonomy for women to choose, and there are occasions when
women are prosecuted and jailed for having an abortion, and sometimes even are not allowed

to have one.



Regarding human rights in the present thesis, throughout this thesis, I use both terms
“women’s rights” and “human rights”. Also, it must be noted that I use the word “women” on
multiple occasions when talking about pregnant people or people who can get pregnant, even
though I acknowledge that there are other people than just women who can get pregnant. Due
to a few reasons, I use the words “woman” and “women”: Firstly because this distinction of
for example pregnancies of non-binary people is not addressed at all in the data, and secondly,
it generally looks better and is more simple to talk about women rather than for example
“people with uteruses” or “people who can get pregnant”, even though I am aware of the
negative sides that using the word “woman” can carry in this context. Thirdly, the data used in

this thesis also uses the words “women” and “woman”.
2.2.3 Abortion Discourse

In the present thesis, the term “abortion discourse” refers to the discourse around abortion or
on the topic of abortion. Each of the ten articles used as data are on the topic of abortion or
they have something to do with the problems in the current abortion legislation in the United
Kingdom. Throughout this thesis, I use the term “abortion discourse” since it describes the
topic of the present study the best and most distinctively, even though there are other terms

used such as abortion debate, regarding this topic.

The term abortion discourse can also be approached from the point of view of the opposing
ideology, that is, anti-abortion discourse. According to Koralewska and Zielinska (2022, 674)
in anti-abortion discourse, the characteristics of personhood of a fetus further enhance the
negative associations of abortion and present it as a murder. It does not take into consideration
the bigger picture that involves the woman having rights of her own, but merely emphasizes
the fetus’ independence. Thus, it can be concluded that the term abortion discourse refers to

the general discourse on the topic of abortion.
2.2.4 Media Discourse

Media discourse is a multidisciplinary field that can be used in multiple different domains of
research, especially in linguistic studies. The importance of media is particularly nowadays so
extensive that it is almost impossible to not to consume any media at all. Also, since discourse
too has a vital role in people’s lives, the significance of power and influence of media
discourse are apparent (Talbot 2007, 3). Talbot (2007, 4) claims in her book that “[i]t is well

understood in media and cultural studies that — as viewers, readers and listeners, people
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‘merely’ engage with representation”. Thus, the interactions behind all media representations
are in reality more complex and not everything worth noting is always represented in the
media, and thus, it is a complex field. It must be also noted that online media and print media

has their differences, and the boundaries between those two are ambiguous.

In discussing media discourse, it is relevant to regard the influence that media has on society
and culture, too, and vice versa. Talbot (2007, 5) claims, that in the modern world, media is
one of the most significant factors in creating and distributing culture, that is, ‘shared
meanings’. Thus, language has an important role in this distribution also. Regarding culture,
or creating and distributing it, meanings are produced in different stages and ways, that is a
continuous process (ibid). So, representation, identity, production, consumption, and
regulation all affect each other and create a complex process of creating meanings, and thus,

culture.

Regarding the present study and the primary materials, the production and distribution of
information via for example these types of newspaper articles (online broadsheets and
tabloids) are also affected by other media, other articles, and other people and vice versa.
Talbot (2007, 13) explains that discourses are bodies of practice and knowledge, which then
further shape people. According to Talbot (2007, 13) these bodies of practice and knowledge
give different types of power positions to some people, but not others, and they can exist in
certain situations in social interaction. All these situations exist in a dialectal relationship that
are dependent on each other (Talbot 2007, 13). For example, particular discursive events, such
as reading a paper, does not occur in a situation without any social context, but they are
shaped by both social and institutional structures (Talbot 2007, 13). However, these
institutional and social structures are also shaped by the discursive event. Discursive practices
can either help maintain the current status quo or then contribute to changing it (Talbot 2007,
13). The same approach can be applied to the data of the present thesis: The discursive
practices present in the newspaper articles have been shaped by ideologies and previous texts
and discourses, but the texts, discourses and ideologies present in the articles themselves, on
the other hand contribute to the shaping of other social practices. Culture is presented in the
media via for example those underlying ideologies, traditions, ways of thinking, and even the
topics displayed. The discursive and social practices are discussed in more detail later in

section three of this thesis.
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Matters discussed above can be applied to how people learn to think about abortion. At the
end, a relatively great deal of people’s opinions in general come from other people’s views or
are at least affected by them. The media is full of other people’s opinions, and this also
applies to abortion. For example, in those times when abortion was treated even more
negatively in the world, people could learn these negative views and thoughts about it from
the media, where it was presented in a negative way. Nowadays, abortion is viewed in a bit
more acceptable way and the media discourse about it is no longer as brutal as it was. These
developments are a slow result of those subtle changes in individual people’s minds, that

progressively have affected the media.

In the light of what has been discussed above, it can be concluded that this study of language
use on abortion in British media is timely and important. It is important and interesting to see
whether there are changes to be detected between differently positioned newspapers and their
articles. For example, if there are evident differences to be found between the articles, certain

conclusions about the readers of each newspaper can be drawn.
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3 Theoretical Approaches

In this section I present the theories used in the thesis. I start by introducing discourse analysis
and critical discourse analysis which are common and used methods in language studies, to
help understand and unwrap hidden or subconscious meanings and attitudes behind words in
texts. I also introduce Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework of Discourse and then
proceed to the two more precise theories of CDA used in the analysis, Feminist Critical

Discourse Analysis and Social Theory of Discourse.
3.1 Critical discourse analysis

The present thesis is a critical discourse analysis on ten newspaper articles. In this section I
focus on explaining the necessary information first on (critical) discourse analysis generally
and then introduce the more focused theories. The terms discourse analysis (DA) and critical
discourse analysis (CDA) are sometimes used interchangeably, however, they have their
differences. DA is a very broad and complex concept, and it can be used in multiple different
ways in different types of research such as history, anthropology, psychiatry, sociology,
political science, or education, and it is an interdisciplinary approach (Handford & Gee 2012,
5). DA is a branch of both linguistics and social sciences, which is why it suits many types of
research, and within the specific fields, it can be used in different ways, focusing on different
elements or forms in the text (ibid.). CDA has a stronger political core focusing on different
types of issues in discourse regarding for example social phenomena, power, and ideologies,
whereas DA traditionally only focuses on describing a text or discourse. I only introduce DA
and CDA on a very general level, without diving in too deep to the functions of it and focus

more on introducing the chosen specific theories used in this thesis.

In the present study the main focus of conducting a critical discourse analysis is on abortion
rights, women’s rights, and thus human rights in the data. In this CDA study, the political
stances of the newspapers are relevant regarding the differences between the two politically
differently situating papers (left and right). However, the political stances are not as clear in
the data articles themselves even though the matters of abortion are generally a political

subject.

Essentially, DA studies language in use. The main focus of DA is the meanings given to
language and those events that are carried out when language is used in certain contexts

(Handford & Gee 2012, 2). These contexts can be for example culture, society, history,
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identity, institutions, politics, and power. In essence, those things that are created by language
(Handford & Gee 2012, 5). Titscher et al state that “[d]iscourse analysis is interpretative and
explanatory. Critical analysis implies a systematic methodology and a relationship between
text and its social conditions, ideologies, and power relations” (Titscher et. al. 2000, 146).
Handford and Gee (2012, 1) explain the use of language in their book according to the

following quote:

We do not just mean things with language: we also do things with language. We
accomplish actions, goals, and purposes. When a minister says “I pronounce you
man and wife,” he or she is marrying two people, not just communicating
something to them. When a person calls the union of two gay men a “marriage,”
the speaker is helping to create or re-create the institution of marriage in a certain
way, as an institutionally sanctioned union between two committed people, and
not necessarily a man and a woman. When another person refuses to use the word
for the union of two gay men, that speaker is helping to create or re-create a

different institution of marriage.

Language use is always subject for change and the meanings and actions of utterances depend
on the underlining, situational meanings that can be for example culturally or socially learned
(Handford and Gee 2012, 2). Lazar (2007, 142) says that CDA adopts a political view on
matters and that it is traditionally used with analysing various types of injustice and social
inequality. These apply to the present thesis too, since the topic of abortion is still a matter of
inequality today. She also says that “CDA offers a considered theorization of relationship
between social practices and discourse structures, and a wide range of tools and strategies for
detailed analyses of contextualized uses of language in texts and talk” (2007, 144). Social

practises and discourse structures are defined below in section 3.2.

In the present study, the prevailing stance and my personal view on abortion is pro-choice and
women’s rights supportive. I think it is important to conduct this type a study and focus on the
language use regarding abortion rights, human rights, and attitudes. The general stance of this
thesis is to support women’s rights and to take an objective view towards the more focused
matters discussed in the articles. Because of my personal stance on the matter, I consider it to
be reasonable to take a feminist approach in this thesis and thus I make use of Feminist

Critical Discourse Analysis (FCDA), which will be later discussed in section 3.3.
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3.2 Fairclough’s Three-Dimensional Framework of Discourse

Fairclough has invented a setting for discourse, that is called a three-dimensional framework
of discourse. The three aspects this framework introduces are text, discursive practice, and
social practice, which together illustrate what discourse is and how discourse and interpreting
it works. The framework is closely connected to the Social Theory of Discourse that will be
discussed next in section 3.2.1. The idea of this framework is to bring together the three
different aspects of discourse that all need to be considered when doing critical discourse
analysis. It is important to understand about this framework that all these three aspects affect

each other, and in a way exist in a symbiotic relationship (Fairclough 1992, 71)

According to Fairclough these three components affect each other and contribute to the
formations of each other: Social Practices that are for example all types of norms and modes
of actions that exists in the society and the ways different things are seen in society, affect the
distributions, consumptions, and productions of these issues, and then again contribute to the
discourse or text itself. He also says, that “in producing their world, members’ practices are
shaped in ways of which they are usually unaware by social structures, relations of power, and
the nature of the social practice they are engaged in whose stakes always go beyond
producing meanings” (Fairclough 1992, 72), and “members’ practice has outcomes and
effects upon social structures, social relations and social struggles around them, of which
again they are usually unaware” (ibid.). Thus, he claims that usually for example the
participants of a society, are unaware of the fact that they all contribute to the developing of

these specific societal structures.

The first component of the framework is text. According to Fairclough (1992, 74), it can be
assumed that any sort of textual feature, such as book, voicemail, or table of contents in a
study, can be significant in discourse analysis, which makes the smallest amounts of text
important and relevant. Fairclough (1992, 75) says, that “[t]exts are made up of forms which
past discursive practice, condensed into conventions, has endowed with meaning potential”.
In the present thesis, the text component naturally consists of the articles, that is, the data of
this thesis, which comprise of smaller components such as sentences and words, that all

contribute to the bigger picture.

The second dimension of Fairclough’s framework is discursive practice. Fairclough (1992,

78) says that discursive practice “involves processes of text production, distribution, and



15

consumption, and the nature of these processes varies between different types of discourse
according to social factors”. He says that texts are consumed differently in different social
contexts and that some texts have simple distributions whereas others have complex ones
(1992, 79). In this thesis, the writers’ writing process and the readers reading the article can be
viewed as discursive practices. These processes of writing and reading contribute to
delivering and changing individuals’ and communities’ social practices, that is, ways of

thinking, ideologies, and views.

The third component of the three-dimensional framework is discourse as social practice. This
component entails discourse in relation to ideologies and power structures and sees discourse
through a view of hegemonic power (Fairclough 1992, 86). This component materializes in
the present thesis in the ideologies and different views on abortion that are shared by the

people and their views present in the articles.
3.2.1 Social Theory of Discourse

Social Theory of Discourse is a linguistically oriented theory presented by Norman
Fairclough that according to Tan and Renugah (2015, 58) “aims at analysing social and
political event in society. In this theory, discourse is viewed as a social practice which
establishes power between various entities”. These power relations “lead[s] to the emergence
of power and ideological practice in society which provide power in discourse and signifies
various world views from different perspectives” (Tan & Renugah 2015, 58). Fairclough
(1992, 63) claimed that “language use in society is a social practice rather than an individual
activity” and Tan and Renugah (2015, 58) say, that “[t]his notion is correlated to the
occurrence of power and ideology in discourse”. Because of this theory’s strong focus on
power, and the fact that abortion is very much a political and social event in a society, this
theory is suitable to make use of in the present thesis. This theory is also suitable to combine
with critical discourse analysis since it has a critical approach to social events and
phenomena. The present study is a CDA study because it focuses on investigating and finding
out how social relations in abortion discourse affect the language use in newspaper articles

and the other way around.

In this Social Theory of Discourse, Fairclough has suggested three principles that are regarded

as social practice. Tan and Renugah (2015, 59) summarize the three principles:
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First, discourse is both constitutive and constituted, discourse is said to contribute
to the shaping and reflection of social structures. Second, social practice
constructs the social identities and the social relationships between various entities
and classes in society. Third, social practice contributes to the system of
knowledge and belief as it leads to other functions of language such as identity,

relational and ideational functions.

Moreover, Social Theory of Discourse is interested in how discourse relates to society,
focusing on the patterns of interaction between the participants, social aims, and different
social events. I claim that this theory is very applicable in the present thesis, since power
relations, social structures, and different types of functions of language contribute to the topic

of the present thesis.

3.3 Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis (Michelle Lazar)

Feminist Critical Discourse Analysis (from now on FCDA) is a theory of CDA that takes a
feminist approach towards discourse. According to Michelle Lazar (2007), FCDA “as a
research program, is known for its overtly political stance and is concerned with analysis of
various forms of social inequality and injustice” (2007, 142) Lazar also says, that “feminist
CDA has the advantage of operating [...] within a politically invested, explanatory program
of discourse analysis” (2007, 144). Thus, much can be learned in FCDA about the
interconnection between discursive strategies that are embedded in different “forms of social
inequality and oppression” (Lazar 2007, 145), that gives information to critical feminist
analysis and methods for social change (ibid.). Lazar (2007, 145) explains, that “[TThe central
concern of feminist critical discourse analysts is with critiquing discourse which sustain a
patriarchal social order — relations of power that systematically privilege men as a social
group, and disadvantage, exclude, and disempower women as a social group”. In sum, the
collaboration of feminism and CDA offers political critique towards the society. Lazar has
formed five principles of FCDA that illustrate the goals of the theory. Zhou (2021, 743)
presents these principles in her feminist critical theory. Next, I introduce these five principles

using her and Lazar’s definitions.

Firstly, FCDA sees gender as an ideology that divides people into two separate groups, and

this division is based on sexual differences and naturalness. Secondly, power is strongly
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linked to feminist critique. Zhou (2021, 743) says, that even though the feminist movement
has not stopped, the effects of patriarchy in society has made it more difficult for women to
seize the power to themselves. The third principle says that gender is performative and
constitutive, which essentially means that men and women would be consciously
‘performing’ or living accordingly to the masculine or feminine identities. The fourth
principle claims that feminist criticism is reflexive, and that person or institution can use
feminism for non-feminist functions. The last principle claims that making society more
inclusive and making the concept of gender less of a primary relevance in determining self-
consciousness and relations with others is the “ultimate goal” (Lazar 2007, Zhou 2021). In
sum, according to Lazar (2007, 145), the aim of feminist political critique and especially that

of gendered social practices and human relations is to affect and cause social transformation.

I argue that this Femin