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RUNES IN FINLAND

Ulla Moilanen 

The inscribed  
silver disc brooch  
from the Tuukkala  

cemetery in Mikkeli  

Abstract
The silver disc brooch found in the Tuukkala inhumation cem-
etery in Mikkeli in 1886, dated to the twelfth or thirteenth century, is 
one of very few Late Iron Age artefacts found in Finnish territory that 
contain Scandinavian runic inscriptions. The inscriptions occur in two 
locations on the reverse of the brooch and the carvings appear to form 
a typical owner inscription. The text contains at least one, or proba-
bly two, proper names, and microscopic examination of the brooch 
indicates that the texts were probably made with different implements. 
Because the brooch is a stray find from a cemetery, the exact location 
of which was destroyed before excavation, closer examination of the 
individual with whom the artefact was buried is not possible. The runic 
inscriptions and various traces of repairs visible on the brooch, how-
ever, point to a long period of use and possible changes in the signifi-
cance of the object over its lifespan.
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Introduction
Only a few runic inscriptions dated with certainty to the transition 
between the Iron Age and the Middle Ages are known from Finland. 
One is on a runestone fragment found in Dragsfjärd (Stora Ängesön, 
Kimitoön; Källström in this volume). Tuukka Talvio (2002: 157, 164) 
also mentions eleventh-century Byzantine bracteate imitations with 
legends resembling runes from Janakkala and Masku, and a Danish 
penny of Svend Estridsen with a runic inscription from Kuusamo. 
According to Heikki Oja (2015: 75–76), Finnish finds also include a 
Late Iron Age amulet from Vörå decorated with a single rune (Oja 
2015: 75–76). One of the few runic inscriptions, and one that is delib-
erately carved on an object, is on a silver disc brooch found in an early 
medieval inhumation cemetery in Tuukkala in Mikkeli (Figure 1).

The Tuukkala cemetery was discovered in 1886 in conjunction with 
the leveling of an army training ground during which several graves 
were destroyed. In the same year, Johan Reinhold Aspelin excavated 

Figure 1: A map of the locations and areas mentioned in the text.
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32 graves at the site, of which six were cremations and the rest inhu-
mations. Archaeological investigations were conducted at Tuukkala in 
1933 and 1934 as well but the number of graves found at that time is 
not clear (Mikkola 2009: 179; Moilanen 2017: 170). In 1938 two addi-
tional graves with artefacts were revealed, but excavations were con-
ducted for the next time only in 2009. The graves that have been inves-
tigated include both adults’ and children’s graves. Both biological sexes 
are represented. Some of the graves were furnished with grave goods 
while others were entirely devoid of artefacts (Mikkola 2009). On the 
basis of the artefact finds and carbon dating, it appears that the bur-
ial ground was in use from the twelfth through the fourteenth century 
(Mikkola 2009: 184).

This dates the cemetery to the cusp of the Iron Age and Middle Ages 
according to standard periodisation in Finnish archaeology. Finnish 
chronology places the Viking Age between AD 800/825 and 1050 in 
western Finland and between AD 800/825 and 1050/1100 in eastern 
Finland and Karelia. The Crusade period, which dates from AD 1050–
1150 in western Finland and AD 1050–1300 in eastern Finland and 
Karelia (Raninen & Wessman 2015: 216), is the last period that is still 
considered Late Iron Age. It marks the transition from the Iron Age 
to the Medieval Period and could also be classified as Early Medieval 
based on the chronology in the surrounding areas. 

Because of the artefact finds, the Tuukkala cemetery is regarded as 
one of the richest burial sites in eastern Finland. The artefacts indi-
cate contacts with both Karelia and places further east and with Swe-
den and Gotland in the west (Raninen & Wessman 2015: 356–357). 
An example of the latter is the silver disc brooch from the cemetery, 
which according to several researchers was produced in Gotland or 
continental Sweden (Nordman 1924: 67–68; Lehtosalo-Hilander 1984: 
384; Uino 1997: 359). One factor pointing to Gotland is the fact that 
corresponding brooches in Swedish silver hoards often occur together 
with Gotlandic coins (Myrberg 2015: 163). Russia has been regarded as 
another possible place of production on the basis of the stylistic factors 
of some brooches (Uino 2003: 393; Saksa 1998: 37–38); there, in turn, 
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such finds have been seen as showing Byzantine influence (Nordman 
1924: 16–17). In Finland, silver disc brooches have been found pri-
marily in Häme and Savo (Figure 1). They are also known from Kare-
lia, Russia, Scandinavia, Estonia, and Germany (Kivikoski 1951: 30; 
Kivikoski 1973: 134; Uino 1997: 359; Uino 2003: 393; Saksa 1998: 37).

The silver disc brooch with the runic inscription found in Tuukkala 
is one of the finds from 1886 and may have come from one of the graves 
that was destroyed before Aspelin’s excavations. The inscription on the 
reverse side of the brooch is located in a place which had previously 
held a pin catch or an attachment loop for a pin. The front of the brooch 
is decorated with botanical ornamentation which surrounds a small 
cross in the centre (Figure 2).

On the basis of grave finds, silver disc brooches have been regarded 
as feminine artefact types. Their placement in graves suggests that they 
may have been used to attach women’s shirts or underdresses at the col-
lar. Sometimes these artefacts may also have been used as pendants, as 
indicated by a small loop on some brooches. The loop may, however, 
have been useful on brooches as well, as some finds still had a chain 
attached (e.g. Myrberg 2015: 164). Pendants or ear spoons that were 
typical of the clothing of eastern Finland and Karelia at the time could 

Figure 2: The silver disc brooch from Tuukkala in Mikkeli. 
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in turn be attached to the chain (e.g. Kivikoski 1951: 38). The Tuuk-
kala brooch was already broken when it was put in the grave and no 
longer had a pin catch. Thus it may have been used as a pendant at least 
in its final period of use. In the literature, artefacts of this type are var-
iously referred to as brooches and pendants (e.g. Saksa 1998: 37; Sar-
vas 1979: 38).

The inscriptions on the Tuukkala brooch  
and their interpretation

The runic inscriptions on the artefact occur in two separate groups 
(Figure 3). One of these comprises an inscription which both Freu-
denthal (1893: 2) and Nordman (1924: 67) interpreted as the feminine 
name boTUI botui ‘Botvi’. Nordman, following Ailio’s (1922: 25) report 
on a reading provided for him by O. F. Hultman, read the longer text 
as iuiamik -iuiamik, which he interpreted as the words ‘-iui owns 
me’. If the sequence -iui is interpreted as heui, it might denote the per-
sonal name Hegvi or Hägvi, normalised Runic Swedish Hægvī (Peter-
son 2007: 126). Freudenthal (1893: 2) tentatively read the damaged first 
rune as ḥ, a reading affirmed by Salberger and Gustavson (1987: 39). 
Freudenthal interpreted the name as Hivi, based on the similar female 

Figure 3: The runic inscriptions and scratches on the Tuukkala brooch. 
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names Arnvi (normalised Ar(i)n/Ær(i)nvī, Peterson 2007: 24), Fastvi 
(Fastvī, Peterson 2007: 60), Halvi (not listed in Peterson 2007), Ketilvi 
(Kætilvī, Peterson 2007: 154, 156), and Ragnvi (Ragnvī, Peterson 2007: 
179–180). He did not discuss the etymology of the stem hi-. Salberger 
and Gustavson (1987: 39) observed that the second rune is dotted and 
therefore read ḥeui. According to Nordman, in view of the typology of 
the runes used on the Tuukkala brooch, the text belongs to the Swed-
ish tradition of around the eleventh and twelfth centuries. Silver disc 
brooches decorated with botanical ornamentation, crosses, and images 
of saints are, however, dated by Nordman (1924: 57–59) to the thir-
teenth century. Other artefact finds from the cemetery have been typo-
logically dated primarily to the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, but 
radiocarbon dating of graves investigated in 2009 suggests the thir-
teenth and fourteenth centuries, which may imply exceptionally long 
periods of use for at least some of the artefacts found in the cemetery 
(Mikkola 2009: 184).

Both of the proper names on the Tuukkala brooch are primarily 
indicative of Gotland. The similar-sounding masculine name Hegvin 
appears on a Viking Age bone comb found in Aarhus, Denmark (DR 
EM85;361/DK MJy 80), but the name Hägvi was also in use in Got-
land, where it appears on a thirteenth-century limestone grave slab 
from Näs Church (Bergman 1998: 54). The form in this inscription (G 
33) is hehuiþa (gen.) and the Scandinavian runic-text database (Sw. 
Samnordisk runtextdatabas) treats it instead as a form of the mascu-
line name Hægviðr, which is also found in another Gotlandic inscrip-
tion, G 165 (Klinte Church), in the form hehuiþar (gen.) (Jansson, 
Wessén & Svärdström 1978: 73–75; cf. Hægvidh, SMP 3: 516). Bōtvī, in 
turn, appears on Gotlandic runestones such as G 42 Havdhems Church 
and G 81b Linde Church1 (Nordman 1924: 69; Salberger & Gustavson 
1987: 39–40), and there is in addition an animal-head brooch from 
Gotland dated to the twelfth century (G 58, Hemse parish) that bears 
the runic inscription botui a kik arg̣ais sigtiir which may be inter-
preted as Botvi á mik Arngeirs. Sigtýr ‘Botvi from Arges’ (farm) owns 
me(?). Sigtir’ (cf. Jansson & Wessén 1962: 75), with kik a miscarving 
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for mik ‘me’ (Jansson & Wessén 1962: 75). The sequence arg̣ais would 
reflect the genitive form of the masculine personal name Arn-gæirr, cf. 
Old Swedish Arngér or Angēr, which survives in the farm name Arges 
in the parish where the inscription was found (Jansson & Wessén 1962: 
76). The word order is, however, somewhat strange. Pipping (1900: 
51–54) interpreted the inscription as containing a double expression 
of the nominative form of the first person pronoun ek ‘I’. He viewed the 
final sequence sigtiir as a masculine personal name Sigtir (not listed 
in Peterson 2007), perhaps the name of the rune carver: Bótuí ák ek 
Argaiss Sigtír ‘I Botvi from Argais own (this brooch); Sigtir (carved the 
runes)’ (Pipping 1900: 53; cf. Jansson & Wessén 1962: 76). The estab-
lished history of the use of the names and the form of the text on the 
aforementioned Gotlandic brooch lead one to wonder whether ḥeui 
Hägvi on the Tuukkala brooch might be a farm name rather than a 
given name. Microscopic examination, however, does not support the 
hypothesis that the two names were carved at the same time. If the con-
struction paralleled that on G 58, one would also expect a genitive form 
of the farm name. 

Microscopic examination shows that the texts on the Tuukkala 
brooch were made with very thin and sharp points or needles. Two dif-
ferent tools may have been used as the Botvi text is composed of slightly 
broader scratches than the longer text. Another notable feature of the 
artefact is the clear indication of repair. The original pin either broke or 
was deliberately removed, at which time the silver plate was scraped off 
and a new pin catch and pin were attached to the brooch. In conjunc-
tion with the scraping, part of the lettering was destroyed, as indicated 
by the fragmentary name ḥeui preceding the words ‘owns me’. On the 
basis of such details of the repairs and the creation of the text, the fol-
lowing stages can be distinguished in the lifespan of the artefact:

1. Production of the artefact and carving of the first text ‘Hägvi 
owns me’.
2. Scraping of silver from the surface and attachment of a new pin; 
text ḥeui partly destroyed.
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3. Writing of the name Botvi (may also have happened following 
phase 1).
4. Total removal of the pin and possible change in mode of use 
from a brooch to a pendant.

Also pertinent to the life stages of the brooch is the journey from Got-
land to eastern Finland, where it finally ends up in the cemetery in 
Tuukkala, as well as its discovery in 1886. The final stages of the arte-
fact’s life cycle are represented by its inclusion in an archaeological col-
lection, its display, and the research it inspires.

Understanding of the text  
and the users of the brooch

Proper names written with runes are comparatively common finds on 
artefacts, and runic inscriptions carved on artefacts are usually hidden 
on the back (Hines 1998: 188). Names may, however, be interpreted in 
different ways. They may indicate the brooch’s owner, maker, dedica-
tion, gift, inheritance, or the name of the artefact itself (Looijenga 2003: 
29). An indication of an ownership relationship is the text ‘owns me’ 
appearing on the Tuukkala brooch, which identifies the brooch with 
the person who owned it. The text is connected with the name Hägvi 
so it would be justified to assume one of the first owners of the brooch 
bore this name.

Texts that express ownership are common in artefacts with runic 
inscriptions. Because the Tuukkala brooch contains two different 
names, it may have had at least two different owners. The visible altera-
tions and partly destroyed inscription suggest that Hägvi probably rep-
resents an older inscription and possibly an earlier owner than Botvi. 
The change of ownership could have occurred in different ways: by 
trade, inheritance, gift, or reward. For example, according to Klavs 
Randsborg (1980: 126), both weapons and personal items, such as jew-
ellery, may have been transferred as inheritance during the Viking Age. 
Artefacts in inhumation graves that are older in their time of produc-
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tion and use may point to the same thing. Older artefacts have also 
been found in Iron Age graves in Finland, although they are, with a 
few exceptions, primarily weapons or Stone Age artefacts, of which at 
least the latter could not have been transferred directly from one gen-
eration to the next (Wessman 2009: 100). On the other hand, the afore-
mentioned datings from the Tuukkala cemetery suggest that objects in 
the area may have remained in use for a long time (Mikkola 2009: 184).

As noted above, silver disc brooches in Finland and Karelia are most 
often – although not exclusively – found in female graves. In Sweden, 
on the other hand, corresponding finds come primarily from hoards 
(Myrberg 2015: 167). On the basis of the grave finds, the artefact type 
has been regarded as feminine. The names on the Tuukkala brooch are 
also more suggestive of women than men. Pieces of jewellery may have 
been typical items passed down from mothers to daughters as heir-
looms during the Viking Age and Early Middle Ages (Thedéen 2009: 
90), and Ailio (1922: 26) has suggested that the two names on the 
Tuukkala brooch might represent a mother and daughter. According to 
common law practice in Karelia in later historical times, which proba-
bly reflects a long tradition, girls received a small inheritance as part of 
their future dowry (Ojala 2013: 53). 

On the other hand, the customs and reasons for inheritance may 
have varied. The chronicler Ahmad ibn Fadlan wrote in the 920s about 
northern boat funeral rituals in his description of travel to Volga Bul-
garia and his account presents an example of the distribution of inher-
itance from an almost contemporary source. In his depiction, the chief-
tain is cremated in a boat and human sacrifice of a slave girl forms part 
of the funerary ritual. The sacrifice is preceded by the distribution of 
jewellery, primarily to those who conduct the ritual rather than to rel-
atives and close associates of the deceased (Fadlan 2017: 80). Objects 
could also be taken from older graves for reuse (Wessman 2009: 80). 
Old objects could thus be related to broader social memory rather than 
to personal inheritance, which would thus have had collective meaning 
in maintaining many forms of social relations to ancestors and to the 
past (see also Moilanen 2021; Wessman 2009). The names engraved on 
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the Tuukkala brooch thus do not necessarily indicate biological kinship 
between the named individuals.

Runic inscriptions on artefacts can also be interpreted in other ways. 
The object itself may have been personified with its own name or that 
of its maker and it may have had agency (Burström 2015: 4). The dec-
oration on the Tuukkala brooch and the possible change in its use may 
have indicated a change in the meaning of the object. The second name 
carved on the brooch could also refer to the person who repaired or 
altered the object, as in the case of the brooch from Harford Farm in 
England (Bammesberger 2003: 133–134). The personal name Luda on 
the Harford Farm brooch is followed by the verb gibœ̄tæ, which has 
been interpreted by Bammesberger (2003: 134) as the present subjunc-
tive 3rd person form of gibæ- tan (later gibētan) ‘repair; make amends’; 
Bammesberger (2003: 134–135) suggests that the text could be trans-
lated as ‘may Luda make amends by means of the brooch’.

The Tuukkala brooch may also have passed from one person to 
another as part of trade or as a gift. These could be closely connected at 
the end of the Iron Age, since giving gifts may have been a significant 
part of the creation and maintenance of alliances and trade relations 
(Gustin 2004: 240–242).

Ailio (1922: 26) flatly denied the possibility of the brooch being a 
trade item and instead proposed a rather romantic idea involving sto-
len silver items or even a bride who was eventually buried in Tuukkala. 
Nordman (1924: 66–68) suggested that a Gotlandic woman could have 
been buried in Tuukkala if she had crossed the Baltic Sea in connection 
with marriage. The original context for the brooch is not known and 
nor can the artefact be identified with any specific grave. It is thus not 
possible to conduct more precise scientific tests on the corpse buried 
with the brooch. If the bones had been available for study, it would have 
been possible to determine the buried individual’s biological sex as well 
as to study the individual’s geographical origin and biological kinship 
relations with the help of ancient DNA and stable isotope analysis. As 
it is, various scenarios for the possible final user of the brooch remain 
speculative.
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In Anglo-Saxon England as well, artefacts with runes have been found 
in grave contexts (Hines 1998: 186). The unifying feature of these graves, 
however, is not the sex of the corpse but the fact that the artefacts were 
generally imported and thus possibly used by the portion of the popu-
lation that could afford prestige objects. Silver already formed the basis 
of the Scandinavian economy by the Viking Age and therefore objects 
made from this material may have been important simply because of 
the raw material (Graham-Campbell 2007: 216). The runic inscription 
on the Tuukkala broach, which probably could not be read by people in 
the environment of eastern Finland, presumably did not increase the 
material value of the object. The marks may, however, have made the 
object distinctive in comparison with similar finds, for which reason 
the object may have had special significance and power as a grave good. 

Although the brooch’s date of production and use can be seen as a 
period of fairly broad mobility, and the movement of single individu-
als cannot be ruled out, trade is nonetheless a very likely reason for the 
object ending up in eastern Finland. The finds from the Tuukkala cem-
etery include other materials that point to broad contacts and trade net-
works. For instance, the textile fragments from the cemetery include 
striped fabric which, as indicated by the colour and structure, was 
imported. The dyes for the red and white stripes on the textiles come 
from plants that do not grow in Finland. The fabric also has direct ana-
logues in fourteenth-century England and Novgorod (Vajanto 2015: 42, 
51; Vajanto & van Bommel 2014: 64).

Earlier research on silver disc brooches has also considered whether 
the brooches belonged to Christian culture and whether such brooches 
in eastern Finnish graves represent a population that had accepted 
Christianity. According to Andreas Koivisto (2006: 174), these brooches 
do not provide information about the beliefs of the users in eastern Fin-
land as they would in the area where they were produced. This may be 
influenced by the view that furnished graves do not indicate the com-
plete acceptance of Christianity (Purhonen 1997: 373). Myrberg, on the 
other hand, has regarded the silver disc brooches as purely Christian 
(2015: 169).
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Summary
Although it is impossible to conduct more precise scientific investiga-
tion into those who owned and used the Tuukkala brooch at different 
times, the artefact is interesting even as a stray find. The runic inscrip-
tions on the brooch, as well as microscopic investigation of the visible 
traces of repairs on the object, indicate that the letters of the two bands 
of runes were made with different implements and probably at differ-
ent times. The alterations help to identify several different stages in the 
object’s history of use and make it possible to contemplate the social 
significance of the object. The alterations and carvings on the brooch 
may relate to changes in ownership and thus point to possible changes 
in the meaning of the object as well over the course of its lifetime.

Translation Kendra Willson

Endnotes
1	 The latter has also been read as butniạ, the genitive form of an otherwise 

unknown feminine name *Botny or *Butny (Jansson & Wessén 1962: 122).

References
Ailio, Julius 1922, Karjalaiset soikeat kupurasoljet. Katkelma Karjalan koristetyylin 

kehityshistoriasta, Suomen muinaismuistoyhdistyksen aikakauskirja/
Finska Fornminnesföreningens Tidskrift 32:3, Helsinki: Suomen 
muinaismuistoyhdistys.

Bammesberger, Alfred 2003, “The Harford Farm brooch runic 
inscription”, Neophilologus 87:1, January No. 1, pp. 133–135.

Bergman, Mats 1998, Näs kyrka. Grötlinge ting, Gotland band IX: 1, Västervik: 
Riksantikvarieämbetet.

Freudenthal, Axel Olof 1893, “Runinskriften å Tuukkala-spännet”, Finska 
vetenskaps-soc. förhandlingar 35, pp. 1–3.



42

RUNES IN FINLAND

Graham-Campbell, James 2007, “Reflections on ‘Silver economy in the Viking 
Age’”, James Graham-Campbell & Gareth Williams (eds.), Silver economy in the 
Viking Age, Walnut Creek: Left Coast Press, pp. 215–224. 

Gustin, Ingrid 2004, Mellan gåva och marknad: Handel, tillit och materiell kultur 
under vikingatid, Lund Studies in Medieval Archaeology 34, Stockholm: 
Almqvist & Wiksell.

Hines, John 1998, “Grave finds with runic inscriptions from Great Britain”, Klaus 
Düwel in collaboration with Sean Nowak (eds.), Runeninschriften als Quellen 
interdisziplinärer Forschung. Proceedings of the Fourth International Symposium 
on Runes and Runic Inscriptions in Göttingen 4–9 August 1995, Reallexikon der 
germanischen Altertumskunde, Ergänzungsbände 15, Berlin: de Gruyter, pp. 
186–196.

Ibn Fadlan, Ahmad 2017, Mission to the Volga by Ahmad ibn Fadlan, James E. 
Montgomery (ed.), New York: New York University Press.

Jansson, Sven B.F. & Elias Wessén 1962, Gotlands runinskrifter 1, Sveriges 
runinskrifter 11, Stockholm: Norstedt.

Jansson, Sven B.F., Elias Wessén & Elisabeth Svärdström 1978, Gotlands 
runinskrifter 2, Sveriges runinskrifter 12, Stockholm: Almqvist & Wiksell.

Kivikoski, Ella 1951, Suomen rautakauden kuvasto II, Porvoo: WSOY.
Kivikoski, Ella 1973, Die Eisenzeit Finnlands. Bildwerk und Text, new ed., Helsinki: 

Suomen muinaismuistoyhdistys.
Koivisto, Andreas 2006, “Trade routes and their significance in the Christianization 

of Karelia”, Juhani Nuorluoto (ed.), The Slavicization of the Russian North. 
Mechanisms and chronology, Slavica Helsingiensia 27, Helsinki: Helsingin 
yliopisto, slavistiikan ja baltologian laitos, pp. 167–178.

Lehtosalo-Hilander, Pirkko-Liisa 1984, “Keski- ja myöhäisrautakausi”, Eero 
Laaksonen, Erkki Pärssinen & Kari J. Sillanpää (eds.), Suomen historia. 1. 
Kivikausi. Pronssikausi ja rautakauden alku. Keski- ja myöhäisrautakausi, Espoo: 
Weilin & Göös, pp. 253–405.

Looijenga, Tineke 2003, Texts and contexts of the oldest runic inscriptions, Leiden: 
Brill.

Mikkola, Esa 2009, “The Mikkeli Tuukkala cemetery – The 2009 excavations and 
new interpretations”, Fennoscandia archaeologica 26, pp. 177–185.

Moilanen, Ulla 2017, “Kuinka kivikauden tutkija kaivoi rautakautta – Sakari Pälsin 
kalmistokaivauksista”, Mirja Metsola & Jukka Relas (eds.), Sakari Pälsi – Elämä 
ja työt, Helsinki: Into, pp. 167–174.

Moilanen, Ulla 2021, Variations in inhumation burial customs in Häme and Upper 
Satakunta AD 900–1400, Annales Universitatis Turkuensis, Ser. B. Humaniora, 
Turku: University of Turku.

Myrberg Burström, Nanouschka 2015, “Things of quality: Possessions and 
animated objects in the Scandinavian Viking Age”, Alison Klevnäs & Charlotte 
Hedenstierna-Jonson (eds.), Own and be owned: Archaeological approaches 



43

THE INSCRIBED SILVER DISC BROOCH FROM THE TUUKKALA CEMETERY IN MIKKELI 

to the concept of possession, Studies in Archaeology 62, Stockholm: Dept. of 
Archaeology and Classical Studies, pp. 23–48.

Nordman, Carl Axel 1924, Karelska järnåldersstudier, Suomen muinaismuisto
yhdistyksen aikakausikirja/Finska Fornminnesföreningens tidskrift 34:3, 
Helsingfors: Finska Fornminnesföreningen.

Oja, Heikki 2015, Riimut: Viestejä viikingeiltä, Kirjokansi 80, Helsinki: Suomalaisen 
Kirjallisuuden Seura.

Ojala, Aino-Leena 2013, Kaskiprovinssin laki. Tapaoikeuden käyttö Käkisalmen 
läänissä 1642–1700, Master’s thesis, Itä-Suomen yliopisto, Suomen historia.

Peterson, Lena 2007, Nordiskt runnamnslexikon, 5th rev. ed., Uppsala: Institutet för 
språk och folkminnen.

Pipping, Hugo 1900, “Om några gotländska runinskrifter”, Kungl. Vitterhets 
Historie och Antikvitets Akademiens Månadsblad, pp. 50–65.

Purhonen, Paula 1997, “East and west in Early Finnish Christianity”, Michael 
Müller-Wille (ed.), Rom und Byzanz im Norden. Mission und Glaubenwechsel 
im Ostseeraum während des 8.–14. Jahrhunderts, Mainz: Akademie der 
Wissenschaft und der Literatur, pp. 373–388. 

Randsborg, Klavs 1980, The Viking Age in Denmark: The formation of a state, 
London: Duckworth. 

Raninen, Sami & Anna Wessman 2015, “Rautakausi”, Georg Haggrén et al. (eds.), 
Muinaisuutemme jäljet. Suomen esi- ja varhaishistoria kivikaudelta keskiajalle, 
Helsinki: Gaudeamus, pp. 215–365.

Saksa, Alexandr 1998, Rautakautinen Karjala. Muinais-Karjalan asutuksen synty 
ja varhaiskehitys, Studia Carelica humanistica 11, Joensuu: Joensuun yliopiston 
humanistinen tiedekunta.

Salberger, Evert & Helmer Gustavson 1987, “Tuukkala-spännets runinskrifter”, 
Studia Archaeologica Ostrobotniensia [3], pp. 35–43.

Sarvas, Anja 1979, “Nastolan esihistoria”, Anneli Mäkela & Anja Sarvas, Nastolan 
historia I, Nastola: Nastolan kunta, pp. 13–51.

SMP = Sveriges medeltida personnamn, 1967–, Uppsala: Institutet för språk och 
folkminnen.

Talvio, Tuukka 2002, Coins and coin finds in Finland AD 800–1200, Iskos 12, 
Helsinki: Suomen muinaismuistoyhdistys.

Thedéen, Susanne 2009, “Who’s that girl? The cultural construction of girlhood and 
the transition to womanhood in Viking Age Gotland”, Childhood in the Past. An 
International Journal 1, pp. 78–93.

Uino, Pirjo 1997, Ancient Karelia. Archaeological studies. Muinais-Karjala. 
Arkeologisia tutkimuksia, Suomen muinaismuistoyhdistyksen aikakausikirja 
104, Helsinki: Suomen muinaismuistoyhdistys. 

Uino, Pirjo 2003, “Karjalainen korurasia”, Matti Saarnisto (ed.), Karjalan synty. 
Viipurin läänin historia I, Joensuu: Karjalan kirjapaino, pp. 392–395.



44

RUNES IN FINLAND

Vajanto, Krista 2015, Dyes and dyeing methods in Late Iron Age Finland, Helsinki: 
University of Helsinki.

Vajanto, Krista & Maarten R. van Bommel 2014, “Dyed textiles from Late Iron Age 
Finland”, Fennoscandia Archaeologica 31, pp. 61–78.

Wessman, Anna 2009, “Reclaiming the past: Using old artefacts as means 
of remembering”, Andris Šne & Andrejs Vasks (eds.), Memory, society, 
and material culture. Papers from the third theoretic seminar of the Baltic 
Archaeologists (BASE) held at the University of Latvia, October 5–6, 2007, 
Interarchaeologia 3, Riga, Helsinki, Tartu & Vilnius: Universities of Latvia, 
Helsinki, Tartu & Vilnius, pp. 71–88.


	Cover
	Title page
	Copyright
	Contents
	Runes in Finland:  The margins  of Scandinavian  runic culture 
	References

	In search of  Finnish runes 
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Runic inscriptions in Finland
	Finnish runestones 
	Why are there so few runic inscriptions in Finland?
	References

	The inscribed  silver disc brooch  from the Tuukkala  cemetery in Mikkeli  
	Abstract
	Introduction
	The inscriptions on the Tuukkala brooch  and their interpretation
	Understanding of the text  and the users of the brooch
	Summary
	Endnotes
	References

	Who carved  the runestone  from Hitis?  
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Previous readings and interpretations
	A Finnish runestone?
	New examination of the stone
	Who is the carver?
	Conclusion
	Endnotes
	References

	Material and  written culture  in medieval Turku:  Runic inscriptions from  an urban environment 
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Geographical and linguistic  context of medieval Turku
	Background and interpretation  of medieval runic inscriptions found in Finland
	The runes from the Turku inscriptions  in an eastern Scandinavian perspective
	The Angelic Salutation: the words ave and gratia
	Dominus and the s-rune
	Runes and the Roman script
	Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	Endnotes
	References

	The cross of Sund 
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Matts Dreijer and the cross
	Changing perspectives
	Early mission?
	Removing Unni
	Endnotes
	References

	Contested narratives  of the Vörå runestones 
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Runes and the origins of  the Swedish-speaking Finns
	The Vörå finds in brief
	Ralf Norrman:  Establishing credibility
	Evert Salberg:  The academic “merchant of doubt”
	Viktor Granö:  The detective narrative
	Heikki Oja:  A personal pilgrimage in an expository account
	Crisis of authority
	Conclusion
	Acknowledgements
	Endnotes
	References

	Fake or not?  Some observations  on finds of runic inscriptions  in southwestern Finland 
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Viking romanticism  in Swedish-speaking Finland
	History of the use of runes in Finland
	Three runic inscriptions from Finland Proper
	Discussion
	Conclusions
	Endnotes
	References

	Image sources
	Contributors

