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In 1953, Congress and Senate jointly announced their intention to “free” Indian tribes from Federal supervision, making “full” citizens of the Native population. In practice, this was carried out on a tribe-by-tribe basis, leading to the removal of trust protections over reservation lands, subjecting these lands to tax, and eradicating special health and educational services provided by the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  Despite federal claims that termination was entirely voluntary, coercion was common, with some tribes being forced to accept federal withdrawal bills in order to receive claims payments. Termination’s disastrous consequences for tribes and the policy’s inability to reduce federal spending on Indian affairs have been conclusively demonstrated by historians Donald Fixico, Kenneth Philp and Nicholas Peroff. Termination was devastating, with tribes like the Klamath and Menominee losing lands and facing increased poverty, unemployment and psychological trauma. Nevertheless, attempts at reintroducing terminationist policies have emerged both within states and the federal government ever since President Nixon denounced the policy in his 1970 Special Message on Indian Affairs. Most recently, in January 2016 the North Dakota State Legislative Assembly passed House Concurrent Resolution 3017 requesting Congress pass legislation allowing state involvement in reservation affairs. Critics have termed this a step toward eradicating federal trust status.
In light of these devastating impacts and the reoccurring attempts to alter federal trust status, understanding how some tribes managed to successfully resist termination is undeniably important. In “This is My Reservation, I Belong Here”, Puisto undertakes this endeavour, examining the Salish Kootenai’s successful resistance to termination in the 1950s, as well as the re-emergence of this struggle in various forms in the 1970s, 1980s and even the early 2000s. The book is based on substantial archival research and interviews with tribal elders, demonstrating a close cooperation with the Salish and Kootenai people. 
The book captures the coming together of tribal, state and federal actors in opposing Salish Kootenai termination in the 1950s, as well as the intratribal factionalism which resulted from the period and continues to play a role in tribal politics today. Chapters two and four are the most insightful, narrating the development of termination debates in the 1950s and 1971-2004, respectively. Puisto’s analysis of 1999-2003 discussions surrounding tribal enrolment criteria presents a fresh perspective on the persistent impacts of 1950s federal policy, demonstrating the significance of the reoccurring “termination paradigm” (p. 123).
Unfortunately, the book as a whole is not quite as cutting edge. As Puisto himself outlines in the preface, it draws heavily from his 2000 PhD dissertation of the same name, as well as his 2004 article in the American Indian Culture and Research Journal. Most notably, the book lacks an awareness of the array of tribal termination studies published since 2000, including books on the Siletz (Charles Wilkinson, 2010) and Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw (David R.M. Beck, 2009) amongst others. Puisto briefly mentions Laurie Arnold’s excellent 2012 exploration of Colville resistance to termination in the last paragraph of the book, but a clearer dialogue with the recent literature on termination and tribal survival would have enhanced the scholarly impact of this study. As a result Chapter Three, which outlines the differing circumstances of the Klamath, Menominee and Uintah Ouray terminations, relies on largely outdated material.
Termination remains an understudied area of federal Indian policy history, and Puisto’s book presents an important examination of Salish Kootenai navigations through this and intratribal politics. For analysis of the broader significance of Termination, look elsewhere.

