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Sociologist Frank Furedi argues in his book that Western societies should not be concerned about the increasing popularity of populism, but instead about the anti-populist cultural zeitgeist. According to the author, the illiberal anti-populism of the political class of the EU constitutes a principal threat to democracy as it delegitimizes the customs and attitudes of ordinary people. Furedi embarks on a mission to defend democracy, populism, tradition, national sovereignty and an alternative interpretation of European values. He uses the confrontation between Hungary and the EU to demonstrate that conflicts over values have become pivotal and the normative legitimacy of the EU is eroding. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In the 1990s all the East European candidate states agreed to accept and promote the ‘democratic values’ of the EU. The would-be members were also advised to adopt European political culture and come to terms with their past. These political preconditions were rather vague and lacked precise meaning. Furedi views the entire membership process as an action of elite-driven Europeanization, where citizens had no say. References to traditional values and national sentiments in the new Hungarian Constitution and other policies have made confrontation with the EU inevitable. In this so-called Culture War, controversies on the role of religion, on the meaning of European Culture, on multiculturalism and on the value of national sentiment, are processed. Furedi’s main message is that Hungary, a sovereign nation, has every right to define its own values and identity. The EU oligarchy must respect national sovereignty and stop value-policing its members. 
The book provides a timely and provocative starting point for discussions about the European values, as the European Parliament elections are ahead. Furedi claims that the problem with the Hungarian government touches the principal question of Europe’s foundational values, and Europe’s difficult relation with the past. If the Hungarian Government and Prime Minister Viktor Orbán are accused of confronting EU values with their policies, what are these values? Where do they come from? And even more importantly, who has the right to decide what they should be? 
A major problem throughout the book is the ambiguous relationship between EU values and European values. These two are not the same thing, but it is also difficult to accept Furedi’s claim that transnational EU values are alien to the longstanding values of European civilization. According to the Treaties, the EU is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights. Are these all alien to Europe’s past?
Secondly, values do change. Even if religion has played a major role in the European past, this does not mean that it will be important forever. Shifts in values cannot be described as processes of ‘alienation from the past’ as Furedi seems to suggest. Appeals to traditional values are often used to justify customs and practices, which include violation of rights. Hence, there is no reason to defend ‘longstanding values’ or traditions, even if it would be important to challenge current anti-populism.
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